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December  17,  1935 


\  ' 

Mr.  Paul  Brown 
Indiana  Lincoln  Union 
State  House 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Brown: 

It  has  been  a  long  time  .since  I  have  had 
occasion  to  correspond  with  you  but  a  little  matter 
has  come  to  ay  attention  which  I  think  you  might  be 
able  to  sponsor  with  the  assistance  of  11  r.  Leiber. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  one  here, 
possibly  by  Mr.  Hall,  that  at  the  time  of  the  dedication 
of  the  Hancy  Ranks  Park  we  make  some  effort  to  have  a 
special  sourenir  postage  stamp  issued  by  the  Government. 
It  has  occurred  to  us  that  the  very  fine  mother  and  son 
portrait  by  Bracicer  which  has  had  universal  acceptance, 
would  make  a  very  fine  theme  for  this  memorial  stamp. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  print  reduced 
to  somewhat  the  size  that  might  be  used  and  I  trust  it 
will  be  convenient  for  you  to  take  it  up  with  Mr.  Leiber 
and  get  his  reaction  toward  such  a  project. 

Could  you  advise  us  whether  or  not  the  date  for 

the  dedication  of  the  Hancy  Hanks  Park  has  been 
established  and  if  so,  when? 

Tery  truly  yours, 


LAW:LH 
line. 


Director 


Nancy  Hanks  Stamp  Sought. 


ration" ^A.fthat  Kn^^S  tf  tf^Jt  *lct™  *  Resident  Lincoln',  repeated  decnv 

Leone  Bracher.    (PubU.hedebrco^eS^fUc0oTn  li^LfuflT^'  PiCtUr6  *  the  °f  M' 


[Spec/o/  /o  The  Indianapolis  Star.] 
Lincoln  City,  Ind.,  May  13.— Ken- 
tucky and  Indiana  stamp  collectors 
have  united  in  a  plea  for  a  new 
postage  stamp  issue  in  honor  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  that  will 
commemorate  Mother's  day  for  the 
years  ahead. 

"She  was  the  mother  of  the  na- 
tion's greatest  servant,"  says  Maj 
Guy  W.  A.  Camp,  Boonville,  World 
War  veteran  and  philatelic  special- 
ist. He  is  a  former  head  of  the 
New  York  Stamp  Club,  of  which 
President  Roosevelt  and  Postmaster 
General  Farley's  sons  are  mem- 
bers. 

At  the  recent  annual  convention 
of  the  stamp  clubs  of  Kentucky,  In- 


diana and  Tennessee  in  Evansville, 
Dr.  Victor  Jordan,  president  of  the 
Evansville  Stamp  Society,  fostered 
discussion  among  the  33  stamp 
clubs  toward  bringing  about  the 
issuance  of  a  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln Mother's  day  stamp. 

"President  Lincoln's  immortal 
utterance,  'All  that  I  am  or  ever 
hope  to  be,  I  owe  to  my  angel 
mother,*  ranks  among  the  sublime 
tributes  to  motherhood,"  says  Col. 
George  J.  Frerichs,  Louisville 
(Ky.)  stamp  collector.  He  points 
out  that  the  eternal  tribute  of  an 
unforgetable  'son  was  made  by 
Abraham  Lincoln  ( years  before  he 
attained  the  presidency. 

Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  was  born 
in  Virginia  Feb.  4,  1774;  moved 
to  Keatucky  when  3  years  old; 


married  Thomas  Lincoln  June  17, 
1806;  moved  to  Indiana,  1816;  died 
of  backwoods  malaria,  Oct.  5, 
1818,  declaring,  "I  am  going  away 
from  you,  Abraham,  and  I  shall 
not  return.  I  know  you  will  be  a 
good  boy  and  be  kind  to  your  sis- 
ter and  your  father." 

At  the  Evansville  meeting  philat- 
elists concluded  to  give  wide  pub- 
licity to  the  move  for  a  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  Mother's  day 
stamp.  They  seek  the  enlistment 
of  historical  societies,  women's 
clubs  and  memorial  groups 
throughout  Indiana  and  the  na- 
tion toward  effecting  such  a 
stamp's  realization  by  Mother's 
day  of  1943,  125  years  after  the 
death  of  President  Lincoln's 
mother. 


Commemoration  of  Mother's  Day  by  Issuance 
Of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  Postal  Stamp  Urged 


Abraham  Lincoln  and  Ills  mother,  Kuucj  Hanks  Lincoln. —  (Courtesy  Lincoln   Lite  Institute) 

Philatelists  of  Tri-State  Glubs  Point  Out  Martyr 
President  Laid  Success  to  Mother 


By  MONTE  M.  KATTjiKJOJLN 

LINCOLN  CITY,  Ind.,  May  13.— K^nUi/ity  and  Indiana  stamp  col- 
lectors have  united  in  a  plea  for  a  new  postage  stamp  in  honor  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  that  will  commemorate  Mother's  Day  for  the 
years  ahead.  "She  was  the  mother  of  the  nation's  greatest  servant," 
says    Major    Guy    W.    A.  Camp 


Boon.ville,  World  War  veteran  and 
philatelic  specialist.  He  is  a  for- 
mer head  of  the  New  York  Stamp 
Club  of  which  the  sons  of  Presi- 
dent Iloosevelt  and  Postmaster 
General  Farley  are  members. 

At  the  recent  annual  convention 
of  the  stamp  clubs  of  Kentucky, 
Indiana  and  Tennessee,  in  Evans- 
ville,  iii  late  April.  Dr.  Victor  Jor- 
dan, president  of  the  host  club,  the 
Evansville  Stamp  Society,  fea- 
tured discussion  among  the  .13 
stamp  clubs  toward  bringing  about 
the  issuance  of  a  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  Mother's  Day  stamp. 

"President  Lincoln's  immortal 
utterance,  'All  that  I  am  or  hope 
to  be,  I  owe  to  my  angel  mother,' 
ranks  among  ihe  sublime  tributes 
to  .  motherhood,"  says  Colonel 
George,  Frerichs,  Louisville,  Ky„ 
stamp*  collector,  who  turns  his 
hobby  toward  historic  associa- 
tions to  capture  philatelic  awards. 

He  points  out  that  the  eternal 


tribute  to  an  unforgetful  son  was 
made  by  Abraham  LincoJn  years 
before  he  attained  the  presidency, 
and  that  the  blessed  image  of  his 
devotion,  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln, 
should  be  issued  "In  Memory  and 
in  Honor  of  the  Mothers  of  Amer- 
ica." 

Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  was  born 
in  Virginia,  Feb.  4,  1774;  moved  to 
Kentucky  when  3;  married  Thom- 
as Lincoln  June  17,  1806;  was  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Sarah  and 
Abraham  Lincoln;  moved  to  In- 
diana, 1816,  and  died  of  back- 
woods mala*ria,  Oct.  5,  1818,  de- 
claring, "I  am  going  away  from 
you,  Abraham,  and  I  shall  not  .re- 
turn. I  know  you  will  be  a  good 
boy,  and  be  kind  to  your  sister  and 
father." 

Indiana  has  solemnly  hallowed 
her  graveside  on  a  knoll  of  the 
original  Thomas  Lincoln  Hoosie: 
farmsite  here. 

Its  80  acres  have  been  increased 


by  1100  acres  of  state-maintained 
grounds,  and  they  comprise  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  Memorial  Park. 

Stamp  collectors  propose  to  cir- 
culate petitions  here  for  the  sig- 
natures of  all  who  make  the  pil- 
grimage to  her  graveside  shrine. 

At  the  recent  three-state  meeting 
in  Evansville,  philatelists  conclud- 
ed to  give  wide  publicity  to  the 
move  for  a  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
Mother's  Day  stamp,  and  seek  the 
enlistment  of  historical  societies 
women's  club  and  memorial 
groups  throughout  Indiana  and  the 
nation  toward  effecting  such  a 
stamp's  realization  by  Mother's 
Day  of  1943. 

Suggestions  for  four  other  com- 
memorative stamps  were  advanced 
at  the  Evansville  convention. 

Those  cited  for  honor  are  Dan- 
iel Boone,  "a  famous  American"  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  and 
the  hero  of  pioneer  history  for 
boys;  James  Bethel  Gresham, 
World  War  hero  of  Kentucky  and 
Indiana,  first  to  be  killed  in  action 
overseas,  Nov.  3,  1917;  John  Se- 
vier,  patriot  and  statesman  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and 
of  young  Abraham  Lincoln  of  Ken- 
tucky, Indiana  and  Illinois,  pic- 
tured as  a  Hoosier  rail-splitter  in. 
a  pioneer  Warrick  County  court  at 
Boonville. 


Campaign  Under  Way 
For  Nancy  Hanks  Stamp 

Lincoln  City,  Ind.,  June  3  VP)— 
Indiana  and  Kentucky  postage 
stamp  collectors  have  begun  a 
campaign  for  issuance  of  a  com- 
memorative stamp  on  Mother's 
Day  1943,  in  honor  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  mother  of  Presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln.  That  year 
will  be  the  125th  anniversary  of 
her  death.  y  ■ 


-h 


COUEIER  AND  PRESS  , 

Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  Stamp 
Uracd  by  Spencer  Society 

C?  /  1S  fqnecial)— A  United  States  postage 

ROCKPORT.  lnd    Nov    f^<*pecuu>     Lincoln  wiu  be  propose* 
stamp  bearing  the  likeness  of  Nanc* Han  oration  oJ  the  one 

Co?  issuance  on  Mothers  J  «he  death  of  Lincoln's  mother, 

hundred  and  twenty-Uitn  annivei»**j 
hUThe  Spencer  CounV  Historical 
society  has  proposed  the  special 
stamp  and  will  seek  support .  of 
each  state  in  the  union  to  cany 
out  the  plan. 

Hilbert  Bennett,  this  city,  has 
been  named  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee  to  work  on  the  project. 

M  s.  Bess  V.  Ehrmann  Mayor 
H.^.y  T.  Chinn  and  Mr  Bennett 
have  been  designated  by  the 
society's  president,  Miss  Laura  M. 

Ul  to  attend  erection  of  a 
ma  ker  at  the  Lincoln  Platboat 
La£g  here.  Young  Abe  Lincoln 
and  Allen  Gentry  in  1828  made  a 
trip  to  New  Orleans  from  the  site 

Wright  will  shortly  n*me 
a  committee  to  work  with  repre- 
sentatives of  historical  group .of 
the  eighth  district  toward  meeting 
a  $50,000  statue  of  Lincoln  at  a 
historical  site  in  Spencer  county. 


>eaa/  btamp  Committee 
Headed  by  Hilbert  Bennett 


LINCOLN-CTTf^rfeL^.- (Spe- 
cial)—With  the  appointment  of 
Hilbert  Bennett,  prominent  Rock- 
port  business  leader,  as  national 
chairman  of  the  Lincoln's  mother 
stamp  committee  to  obtain  from 
the  U.  S.  postal  department  issu- 
ance of  a  Mother's  day  three-cent 
postage  stamp  for  1943  that  will 
bear  the  likeness  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln,  the  Spencer  County  His- 
torical society  has  shaped  plans 
that  are  to  become  national  in 
scope. 

Historical  groups  in  the  states  of 
Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Illinois 
will  share  in  the  organization 
movement  that  is  to  identify  In- 
diana and  Spencer  county  in  par- 
ticular  with  the  life  and  death  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  Virginia-born 
and  Kentucky-reared  mother.  The 
proposed  stamp  will  commemorate 
the  declaration  of  her  Emanci- 
pator son  who  said:  "All  that  I 
am  or  ever  hope  to-  be  I  owe  to  my 
angel  mother."-  In  1943  she  will 
have  been  dead  125  years. 

Other  members  of  the  stamp 
committee  are:  Laura  Mercy 
Wright,  president  of  the  Spencer 
County  Historical  society;  Mrs 
Elizabeth  Gentry,  secretary;  Mrs 
Mina  Cook,  vice  president;  Mis 
Bess  Ehrmann.  Lincoln  author- 
and  Carl  Engelbrecht,  superintend- 
ent Spencer  county  schools. 

Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  died  here 
October  5.  1818.  and  is  buried  on  a 
knoll  near  the  Lincoln  cabin-site 


that  has  become  a  state-owned  me- 
morial park. 

Action  of  the  Spencer  County 
Historical  society  in  shaping  its 
petition  for  the  signatures  of  pa- 
triots of  all  ages  will  be  made  a 
part  of  the  discussions  of  the  In- 
diana history  conference  in  In- 
dianapolis Friday  and  Saturday. 

First  to  sign  the  stamp  petition 
was  Mrs.  Bess  Woolfolk  of  Grand- 
view.  For  20  years  she  has  placed 
a  wreath  of  flowers  on  the  grave 
of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  every  Me- 
morial day,  gathering  the  flowers 
from  the  tannery  grounds  where 
Abraham  Lincoln  worked  in  Grand- 
view  as  a  boy. 

Stamp  clubs  of  Kentucky  have 
signified  their  desire  to  participate 
in  the  work  of  gathering  signa- 
tures iu  Louisville  and  Lexington. 

When  three  years  old,  Nancy 
Hanks  moved  with  her  family  from 
Virginia  to  Kentucky,  where,  June 
17,  1806,  she  married  Thomas  Lin- 
coln. Ten  years  later,  the  Lincolns 
and  their  two  children,  Abraham 
and  Sarah,  moveri  to  Indiana. 


Spencer  County  Historical  Society 
Plans  Mothers'  Day  Stamp  Drive 


[Special  to  the  Indianapolis  Star.]  '/ 
Lincoln  City,  Ind.,  Dec.  9.— With 
the  appointment  of  Hilbert  Ben- 
nett, prominent  Rockport  business 
and  political  leader  as  national 
chairman  of  the  Lincoln's  Mother 
Stamp  Committee  to  obtain  issu- 
ance of  a  Mother's  day  3-cent 
postage  stamp  for  1943  that  will 
bear  the  likeness  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln,  the  Spencer  County  His- 
torical Society  has  shaped  plans 
that  are  to  become  national  in 
scope. 

Historical  groups  in  Virginia, 
Kentucky  and  Illinois  will  share 
in  the  organization  movement 
that  is  to  identify  Indiana  and 
Spencer  county  in  particular  with 
the  life,  times  and  death  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  Virginia-born  and 
Kentucky-reared  mother. 

Other  members  of  the  stamp 
committee  are:  Laura  Mercy 
Wright,  president,  Spencer  County 
Historical  Society;  Mrs.  Mina  Cook, 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gen- 
try, secretary;  Mrs.  Bess  Ehrmann, 
Lincoln  author,  and  Carl  Engel- 
brecht,  Spencer  county  school  su- 
perintendent. . 

Every  boy  and  girl  attending 
either  grade  or  high  school  in 
Spencer  county  will  be  given  the 
opportunity  of  signing  the  stamp 
petition. 

First  to  sign  the  petition  was 
Mrs  Bess  Wolfolk  of  Grandview, 
Ind.'  For  20  years  on  every  Me- 
morial day  she  has  placed  fresh 
flowers  on  the  grave  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  gathered  from  a 
Spencer  county  tannery  where  Lin- 
coln worked  as  a  boy.  Often  in 
winter,  on  the  anniversary  of  the 


HILBERT  BENNETT. 


birth  of  Lincoln's  mother,  Feb.  4, 
1774  she  has  visited  the  graveside 
here. 


HOME  TOWN  ASKS 
STAMP  TRIBUTE 
TO  NANCY  HANKS 


She  Was  the  Mother  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 


Rockport,  Ind.,  Jan.  6  [Special]. — 
A  movement  has  been  started  in  this 
home  community  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln to  Induce  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  issue  a  Mothers'  day  stamp 
memorializing  the  civil  war  President's 
mother,  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 

Petitions  are  being  circulated  by 
the  Spencer  County  Historical  society 
asking  that  the  stamp  be  printed  and 
circulated  in  1943,  the  125th  anni- 
versary of  the  death  and  burial  of 
Mrs.  Lincoln  at  nearby  Lincoln  City. 

A  leader  In  the  movement  and  the 
first  signer  of  the  petition  was  Mrs. 
Bess  Pedigo  Woolfolk,  who,  has 
"vititerT  Nancy  Hanl^r'grave  annuaHy 
for  43  consecutive  years.  She  placed 
flowers  on  the  grave  on,  22  consecu- 
tive Decoration  days. 

Her  First  Visit. 

Bsss  was  a  barefoot  girl  of  10  when 
she  first  visited  the  grave  with  her 
uncle  Jim  Pedigo.  Her  uncle,  a  great 
admirer  of  Lincoln,  decided  some  one 
ought  to  improve  the  looks  of  the 
grave  and  that  he  might  as  well 
do  it 

He  strapped  a  hatchet  to  his  belt, 
tucked  a  small  picket  fence  under 
his  arm,  and  started  out  on  the  20 
mile  trip  to  Lincoln  City  from  his 
home  in  the  Lake  Mill  neighborhood 
of  Spencer  co-.nty.  Bess,  who  had 
prevailed  upon  her  mother  to  let  her 
go  along,  trudged  by  his  side. 

They  rode  part  of  the  long  way  in  a 
buggy  and  a  farm  wagon,  when 
passersby  gave  them  lifts,  but  trav- 
eled much  of  the  way  on  foot.  When 
they  finally  reached  the  grave  they 
found  it  overgrown  with  briars,  weeds, 
and  saplings. 

Tribute  of  Flowers. 

With  Bess  helping,  Uncle  Jim  went 
to  work  with  his  hatchet  and  cleared 
away  the  wild  growth.  Then  they 
erected  the  frail  picket  fence  about 
the  plot  and  laid  on  the  grave  a  little 
bunch  of  flowers — withered  by  then — 
Which  they  had  brought  from  home. 

As  they  stood  back  and  surveyed 
their  work,  Uncle  Jim  turned  to  the 
child  and  solemnly  told  her: 

"Bess,  the  mother  of  one  of  the 
greatest  men  who  ever  lived  lies 
buried  here.  Promise  me  that  you 
will  do  all  in  your  power  to  keep 
this  grave  in  good  condition  and  that 
you  will  place  flowers  on  it  as  often 
as  you  can." 


Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  Landmarks 


Lincoln  home  in  Spencer  county,  Indiana,  citizens  of  which  are  now 
seeking  to  honor  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  with  Mother's  day  stamp. 


Mrs.  Bess  Woolfolk,  who  has  vis- 
ited grave  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
mother  annually  for  43  years. 


Tombstone  at  grave  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  in  Lincoln  City, 
Spencer  county,  Ind. 


She  Never  Forgot. 
"The  words  made  a  profound  im- 
pression on  the  little  girl.  Her  prom- 
ise  was  unnecessary,  for  she  never 
forgot  her  uncle's  plea.  She  did  not 
have  an  opportunity  to  return  to  the 
grave  in  the  years  immediately  fol- 
lowing her  first  visit,  but  whence 
could  she  started  the  pilgrimage 
regularly,  and  hasn't  missed  making 
It  since.  ,_;  '  . 

When  the  Spencer  County  Histori- 
cal society  adopted  a  resolution  to 
circulate  a  petition  seeking  the  issu- 
ance of  a  government  stamp  honor- 
ing Nancy  Hanks,  it  was  agreed  that 
Bess  Woolfolk  should  have  the  privl- 
ledge  of  being  the  first  signer. 

It  was  in  Spencer  county  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  mother  and  his  only 
sister  are  buried.  Lincoln  himself 
was  reared  here,  spending  the  years 
from  the  age  of  7  to  21  in  this  com- 
munity. 

His  Flatboat  Trip. 

'  He  left  Rockport  at  19  to  make  the 
famous  flatboat  trip  to  New  Orleans, 
where  he  first  saw  a  slave  market 
and  unconsciously  conceived  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. Spencer  county  also  was  the 
place  where  he  earned  his  first  dol- 
lar, operating  a  ferry  on  the  Ohio 
river  at  the  mouth  of  old  Anderson 

creek.  .  • 

-Among  the  liberty  loving  pioneers 
of  this  county  the  youthful  Lincoln 
learned  the  lessons  that  molded  his 
character  and  made  him  fit  for  gi- 
gantic possibilities  he  was  destined 

to  face:  »..;'  . 

Many  members  of  the  historical 
society  here  are  descendants  of  those 
pioneers  who  lived  with  Lincoln.  The 
president    is    Miss    Laura  Mercy 
Wright,    who    personally    was  ac- 
quainted with  the  Lincoln  family. 
Marker  Is  Erected. 
The  secretary   is  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gentry,  wife  o?  a  direct  descendant 
of  Allen  Gentry,  in  whose  employ 
Lincoln  worked  on  the  flatboat.  The 
society  recently  erected  a  marker  at 
the  site  of  the  landing  from  which 
the  flatboat  left. 

I  Miss  Mina  Cook,  another  descend- 
ant of  Spencer  county  pioneers,  is 
publicity  chairman  of  the  society. 
Mrs  Bess  V.  Ehrman,  writer  and  stu- 
■  dent  of  Lincolnia,  is  curator.  Her 
^re^-srandparents  lived  not  far  from 
the  Lmcains. 

Hilbert  Bennett,  treasurer  of  the 
Society,  is  national  chairman  of  the 
stamp  committee. 


Rites  Will  Honor 
Lincoln's  Mother 


MRS.  BESS  WOOLFOLK. 


156th  Birthday  Will  Be 
Marked  Feb.  4  in 
Spencer  County. 


Lincoln   City,  Ind.,   Jan.   20. — 
(Special) — On  the  site  of  the  me- 
morial that  guards  the  grave  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, Feb.  4,  1784,  Mrs.  Bess  Wool- ' 
folk  of  Grandview  will  commemo- 
rate the  156th  birthday  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  mother.    She  will 
l  represent  the  Spencer  County  His- 
l  torical  Society,  whose  members  are 
i  petitioning  for  a  Lincoln's  mother 
|  3-cent  postage  stamp  to  be  issued 
'  to  commemorate  Mother's  day  in 
>  1943. 

From  1  to  2  o'clock,  Sunday, 
'  Feb.  4,  Mrs.  Woolfolk  will  accept 
signatures  of  visitors  to  the  Indi- 
ana shrine.  Mrs.  Woolfolk's  grand- 
father, Samuel  Hammond,  knew 
Lincoln,  and  her  uncle  James 
Pedigo  "fought"  for  him. 

Sculptors,'  artists  and  newsreel 
photographers  have  written  that 
they  intend  to  participate  in  the 
ceremonies,  when  Mrs.  Woolfolk, 
first  to  sign  the  stamp  petition, 
will  place  a  memorial  of  flowers 
on  the  grave,  Hilbert  Bennett,  na- 
tional chairman  of  the  society's 
stamp  committee,  has  announced. 

In  Spencer  county,  Carl  J.  Engel- 
brecht,  school  superintendent,  has 
arranged  for  school  pupils  to  sign 
the  petition  during  an  eight-day 
period  from  Feb.  4  to  12. 

 1  ■    i    ,   _  


156th  Birthday  of  Lincoln's 
Mother  Will  Be  Observed 


Crandview  Woman  To  Accept 
Signatories  on  Stamp  Peti- 
tion Next  Sunday 

LINCOLN  PARK,  Feb.  1— (Spe- 
cial)—  On  the  memorial  site  of  the 
State  ground  that  guards  the  grave 
of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  born  in 
Virginia  February  4,  1784,  Mrs. 
Bess  Woolfolk,  of  Grandview,  will 
commemorate  the  156th  birthday  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  mother.  She 
will  represent  the  Spencer  County 
Historical  society,  whose  members 
are  asking  by  popular  petition, 
that  a  Lincoln's  Mother  three-cent 
postage  stamp  be  issued  to  com- 
memorate Mothers  Day  in  1943 

From  1  to  2  o'clock  next  Sunday, 
Mrs.  Woolfolk  'will  accept  the  sig- 
natures of  other  .  visitors'  to  the 
Indiana  shrine.  Mrs.  Woolfolk's 
grandfather,  Samuel  Hammond,  a 
tanner,  knew  Lincoln  when  he  was 
a  boy.  Her  uncle  James  Pedigo 
"fought  for  Honest  Abe." 

"Sculptors,  artists,  authors  and 
historians,  and  also  the  newsi'eel 
men,  have  written  that  they  in- 
tend to  participate  in  the  brief 
ceremonies,  when  Mrs.  Woolfolk, 
first  to  sign  the  stamp  petition,  will 
place  a  memorial  of  flowers  on  the 
heroic  pioneer  mother's  grave," 
states  Hilbert  Bennett,  national 
chairman  of  the  Historical  society's 
stamp  committee. 

Mrs.  Bess  Ehrman,  public  rela- 
tions representative  for  the  stamp 


committee,  states  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  several  state  groups 
who  attended  the  December  meet- 
ings of  the  Indiana  History  con- 
ference at  Indianapolis  signed  the 
stamp  petition;  that  all  the  school 
teachers  of  Indiana  are  emulating 
the  example  of  Bloomington,  Ind., 
where  the  public  school  teaching 
staff  not  only  gave  their  signatures 
but  made  it  a  subject  for  class  dis- 
cussion, and  that  shortly  Mr.  Ben- 
nett will  make  public  the  approv- 
ing letters  of  the  governors  of  the 
48  states. 

'In  Spencer  county,  Carl  J. 
Engelbrecht,  school  superintendent, 
has  arranged  for  all  school  pupils 
and  students  to  sign  the  petition 
during  the  eight  day  interim,  Feb- 
ruary 4  to  12,  "when  the  anni- 
versaries of  the  Lincolns,  mother 
and  son,  are  inspiring  anew  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  the  world." 


ACCIDENT,  HEART  ATTACK 
FATAL  TO  TWO  MINERS 

BENTON,  111.,  Feb.  1.— (Special) 
Lester  Smith  of  Christopher,  top 
hand  at  the  Bell  and  Zoller  No.  2 
mine  at  Zeigler,  died  at  Zeigler 
hospital  last  night  soon  after  being 
found  unconscious  by  the  railroad 
tracks.  The  coroner  ruled  Smith 
was  fatally  injured  when  caught 
between  two  coal  cars. 

Otto  E.  Jones  of  Zeigler,  a  miner 
at  the  same  mine,  suffered  a  heart 
attack  while  working  and  died  last 
night  soon  after  being  hoisted  up. 


Abe  Lincoln's  Mother 
For  Mother's  Day  Postage  Stamp 


cal  Society.  ^A^sf 


National  Jury  Will  Select  Favored 
Likeness—Movement  Sponsored 

by  Spencer  County  Histori-  , 

W 

By  MONTE  M.  KATTER JOHN.  Qv  ^ 

'JVHE  inspired  visions  of  the  masters  of  art  have  been 

summoned  for  a  postage  stamp  portrait  of  the  mother 

of  Abraham  Lincoln,  whom  the  Spencer  County  Historical 

Society  seeks  to  honor  in  1943  with  a  Mother's  day  3-cent 

postage  stamp.    They  want  her  name  to  become  known 

to  every  boy  and  girl  in  America,  her  humble  influence 

lux  xuygtjd  goodness  u>  giuw  wiTlT"the_ygars.  Shirhas  been 

the  "forgotten  woman"  of  history,  literature  and  art,  they 

declare. 

Few  sculptors  and  painters 
have  attempted  to  render  a  like- 
ness of  the  heroic  pioneer  figure 
•^Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  "who 
made  history,  yet  has  been  treat- 
ed so  badly  by  history,"  states  ■ 
Col.  Richard  Lieber,  president  of 
the  Indiana  Lincoln  Union.  He 
says  "no  encyclopedia,  no  refer- 
ence book  of  any  kind  so  much  I 
as  mentions  the  name  of  Nancy 
Hanks." 

Nor  can  there  be  found  as 
many  as  a  half-dozen  paintings, 
and  only  a  few  sketches  or  draw- 
ings of  the  mother  "who  cradled 
a  nation's  fate  in  her  arms." 

Today,  Sunday,  is  her  birthday 
— the  156th  anniversary  of  her 
berth  in  Virginia,  Feb.  4,  1784. 
She  died  here  122  years  ago  and 
has  since  been  delineated  in  but 
one  canvas,  before  her  Hoosier 
log-cabin  hearth,  called  "The  Boy 
Lincoln  and  His  Mother,"  by  M. 


In  1934. 

Many  Proposals  Received. 

An  inspired  piece  of  sculpture 
by  Avard  Fairbanks  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Fine  Arts,  University  of 
Michigan,  called  "Mother  of  Lin- 
coln," is  another  face  record.  He 
is  also  sculptor  of  "The  Pioneer 
Mother"  erected  at  Vancouver, 
Wash. 

Photographs  of  many  statues 
erected  at  points  over  the  United 
States,  Oklahoma  to  Oregon,  rep- 
resenting pioneer  mothers,  are  be- 
ing received  by  the  historical  so- 
ciety as  stamp  proposals.  The 
sculptor  Bryant  Baker's  "The 
Pioneer  Woman"  is  among  them. 
His  Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  statue  of 
"Lincoln,  the  Young  Man,"  has 
been  acclaimed  outstanding. 

George  H.  Honig,  Rockport 
sculptor,  has  produced  a  Nancy 
Hanks  doll  into  which  he  has 
woven  a  semblance  of  Abe's  ex- 
pression into  the  face  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln.  But  he  is  now 
at  work  on  a  new  bust-size  figure 
of  the  sainted  woman. 


The  mother  of  Lincoln,  by  Avard 
Fairbanks,  at  the  University  of 
Michigan. 

adelphia,  Washington,  Chicago, 
Indianapolis,  St.  Louis,  Denver, 
Los  Angeles  and  other  cities. 

The  final  exhibition  will  be  held 
in  Washington,  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  post- 
master general  and  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Houses  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Senate.  At  that  time 
the  art  jury  chairman  .will  an- 
nounce the  favored  design. 

Will  Circulate  Petition. 

Meanwhile,  Hilbert  Bennett  of 
Rockport,  national  chairman  of 
the  society's  stamp  committee,  an- 
nounces they  will  secure  the  peti- 
tion signatures  of  every  man, 
woman  and  child  living  in  Spencer 
county  "where  everyone  is  still 
neighbors  of  the  Lincolns,"  he 
says.  "We  want  the  folks  of 
Spencer  county  to  know  Nancy 


The  best  known  of  the  few  paintings  of  Lincoln's  mother  painted 
by  Leone  Bracker.  (Copyright,  1934,  by  Lincoln  National  Life  Insur- 
ance Company.) 


mann  and  Laura  Mercy  Wright, 
the  present  society  head. 

Knew  Both  Wives. 

Mrs.  Wright  is  a  great-  great- 
granddaughter  of  Daniel  Grass, 
second  landowner  in  Spencer 
county,  1807.  "He  knew  both 
wive\of  Tom  Lincoln,"  she  says. 
Mrs.  Wright  believes  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  statement,  'What- 
ever in  life  I  may  be,  I  owe  io 
my  angel  mother,"  will  live  in 
the  world-heart  when  even  the 
Gettysburg  address  is  forgotten; 
that  it  will  cause  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  to  become  immortalized 
in  paintings  that  will  live  as  long 
as  the  famed  canvases  of  the  old 
masters,  seen  today  on  the  walls 
of  the  revered  chapels  and  ca- 
thedrals of  Europe. 

Mrs.  Grace  Huffman  Pattie,  a 
previous  president  of  the  society, 
is  a  descendant  of  Peter  Razor 
who  settled  in  Spencer  county 
the  same  year  the  Lincolns  came 
from  Kentucky,  1816.  She  has 
portrayed  the  role  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  in  much  of  the 
impressive  pageantry  staged  in 
the  shaded  open  theater  overlook- 
ing the  Ohio  river  at  Rockport. 
Episodes  in  the  life  of  Abe  as  a 
flatboatman,  written  by  Mrs.  Bess 
Ehrmann,  another  former  society 
president,  are  re-enacted. 

Mrs.  Pattie  likes  best  the  de- 
scription of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
given  by  Dr.  William  E.  Barton, 
a  minister-historian  of  Oak  Park, 
111.,  who  devoted  more  than  20 
years  to  research  and  writing  oh 
the  life,  soul  and  paternity  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  "Nancy  Hanks 
»unc  nhnnt  23  when  she  married 


slender,  she  early  showed  an  in- 
dication to  stoop  and  seemed  to 
have  a  tendency  toward  consump- 
tion," Dr.  Barton  visualized. 

Carl  Sandburg's  folklore  view 
is  somewhat  similar:  "Tom  Lin- 
coln had  seen  this  particular 
Nancy  Hanks,  and  noticed  that 
she  was  shrewd  and  dark  and 
lonesome;  he  had  seen  her  at 
preachings  in  cabins  when  her 
face  stood  out  in  black  against 
the  firelights  or  the  burning  logs. 
He  knew  she  believed  in  God,  in 
the  Bible,  in  mankind,  in  the  past 
and  future,  in  babies,  people,  ani- 
mals, flowers,  fishes,  in  founda- 
tions and  roofs,  in  time  and  the 
eternities  outside  of  time;  she 
was  a  believer,  keeping  in  silence 
behind  her  gray  eyes  more  beliefs 
than  she  spoke.  She  knew  ...  so 
much  of  what  she  believed  was 
yonder — always  yonder.  Every 
day  came  scrubbing,  washing, 
patching,  fixing.  There  was  so  lit- 
tle time  to  sing  about  the  glory 
she  believed  in.  It  was  always 
yonder.  ..." 

Married  in  Kentucky. 

Dr.  Barton's  research  found 
that  Nancy  Hank  had  been  living 
in  Kentucky  for  years  (not  North 
Carolina)  when  she  became  the 
June  bride  of  Thomas  Lincoln. 
They  were  married  by  the  Rev. 
Jesse  Head  of  the  Methodist 
church,  in  the  cabin  of  Richard 
Berry,  close  to  Beechland,  in 
Washington  county,  Kentucky, 
June  12,  1806. 

Their  first  child  was  a  daughter, 
Sarah,  born  Feb.  10,  1807. 

Aunt  Peggy  Walters,  a  neighbor 


Temporarily  it  all  is  turning 
Spencer  county  into  a  research 
laboratory  of  the  fine  arts  to  find 
the  just  right  portrait  of  a 
mother  whom  the  Lincoln  coun- 
try poet,  Blanche  Hammond 
Camp  says,  "had  the  wisdom  of 
the  sages  without  the  world's  ac- 
claim." Sculptors^  painters  and 
others  of  the  art  world  are  writ- 
ing, calling  by  long  distance-,  and 
some  have  visited  Rockport  to 
learn  how  the  portrait  for  the 
stamp  will  be  selected.  Their  in- 
terest has  thrilled  the  members 
of  the  historical  society's  stamp 
committee;  overwhelmed  them 
somewhat  with  the  importance  of 
the  decisions  they  believe  would 
be  easy  to  make.  They  are  de-  . 
luged  with  photographs  of  in- 
spired paintings,  of  sculptured 
heads,  etchings  and  designs  for 
"the  greatest  of  pioneer  Amer- 
ican mothers" — portraits  that  re-  i 
fleet  such  idealism,  character  and 
courage  commemorative  of  Nancy. 
Hanks  Lincoln  and  Mother's  day, 
that  only  a  competent  jury  of  dis- 
tinguished art  judges  and  histor- 
ians could  decide  which  one 
would  be  most  treasured  as  the 
mother  of  Lincoln. 

The  society's  stamp  petition, 
now  going  into  circulation  among 
the  schools  of  all  the  48  states, 
asks  that  the  design  "embody  the 
likeness  of  the  face  or  head  or 
some  representation  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  mother  of  the 
immortal  Abraham  Lincoln." 

National  Jury  to  Judge. 

Due  to  the  national  scope  of 
the  bit  of  postage,  a  national  jury 
of  seven  judges  will  be  announced 
on  Mother's  day  of  this  year, 
Sunday,  May  12.  Four  recog- 
nized figures  of  the  art  world, 
also  an  eminent  Lincoln  his- 
torian, an  outstanding  educator 
or  book  publisher  and  the  editor  j 
of  some  national  woman's  maga- 
zine will  be  named  to  make  the 
final  decisions  of  recommendation 
to  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Two  full  years — from  May, 
1940,  to  May,  1942— will  be  al-  j 
lotted  to  the  further  accumula- 
tion of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  por- 
traits. Submission  will  be  freely 
open  to  any  American  artist, 
without  offer  of  reward.  During' 
1941  and  1942  the  hundreds  of 
paintings  and  pieces  of  sculpture 
will  be  exhibited  in  schools  and 
art  museums  in  New  York,  Phil- 


Hanks  Lincoln  as  a  mother  who 
washed  Abe's  face  and  hands, 
combed  his  hair,  held  his  face 
between  her  hands,  smacked  him 
with  a  kiss  on  the  mouth  and 
sent  him  to  school."  Mr.  Ben- 
nett says  that  is  the  way  the 
descendants  of  Spencer  county's 
pioneers  have  been  told  about  the 
mother  and  son  by  their  Ken- 
tucky and  Indiana  forefathers. 

The  five  presidents  of  the  Spen- 
cer County  Historical  Society 
since  its  formation,  1915,  have 
been  descendants  of  pioneer  set- 
tlers who  "knew  Lincoln."  These 
include  Allen  J.  Payton,  Grace 
Huffman  Pattie,  Taylor  C.  Bayes 
(recently  deceased),  Bess  V.  Ehr- 


>r.  Barton  foundT 
"She  was  above  the  usual  height, 
slender,  and  weighed  about  130 
pounds.  She  was  a  brunette. 
Her  hair  was  dark  brown,  almost 
black,  and  her  skin  was  dark. 
•Her  eyes  were  small  and  gray. 
She  had  a  prominent  forehead, 
which  was  remarked  by  her  rela- 
tives and  regarded  by  them  as 
an  indication  of  superior  mental- 
ity. Her  face  was  thin,  sharp 
and  angular.  'Her  disposition  was 
cheerful;  but  this  mood  alternat- 
ed with  one  of  melancholy,  and 
all  who  remembered  her  spoke  of 
the  habitual  sadness  of  her  fea- 
tures in  repose.  She  was  amia- 
ble, friendly  and. kind.    Tall  and 


area,  said  they  named  "th'  nex1 
'un  (a  boy  baby,  born  Feb.  12 
1809)  Abraham,  after  his  grand 
pappy." 

The  late  Albert  J.  BeveridR", 
Indiana  greatest  Lincoln  historian, 
checked  all  records  concerninc 
the  mother  of  Lincoln  and  wro(p 
"She  was  dim  as  the  dream  of  p 
shifting  mirage.  Her  face  anr; 
figure  waver  through  the  mists  ot 
time  and  rumor.  Those  who  knew 
her  disagree  even  as  to  the  color 
of  her  eyes,  the  shade  of  her  hair, 
her  physical  build  and  height." 

In  his  old  age  Dennis  Hanks,  r 
nephew,  said:  "Abe's  mother  wac 
keen,  shrewd,  smart,  highly  intel- 
lectual by  nature.  Her  memory 
was  strong,  her  judgment  accu- 
rate." Nathaniel  Grigsby,  who?^ 
descendants  still  reside  in  Spencer 
county,  left  the  record  that  "Lin- 
coln's mother  was  a  woman  of 
great,  good  sense  and  morality 
Other  Kentucky  and  Hoosicr 
neighbors  agreed  she  was  "kind 
and  affectionate." 

Today  Mrs.  Bess  Woolfolk  of 
Grandview,  Ind„  representing  th^ 
Spencer_Countv  Historical  _Soci 
ety,  will  place  a  memorial  wreath 
on  the  grave  of  Lincoln's  mother. 
The  rites  will  be  captured  by 
newsreel  photographers,  leagued 
with  the  historical  group  to  fur- 
ther the  Mother's  day  stamp. 


Lack  of  Picture  of  Lincoln's  Mother 
Hampers  Honoring  Her  With  Stamp 

Rockport,  Ind.,  March  25. — (Special) — Backers  of  a  movement  to 
have  the  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  mother  placed  on  a  stamp 
find  themselves  slightly  handicapped  by  the  fact  that  there  are  no 
known  portraits  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  in  existence. 

To  circumvent  this  lack  of  vital 
material,  the  Spencer  County  His- 
torical Society,  sponsor  of  the 
movement,  is  asking  various  pub- 
lications to  nominate  a  jury  of 
artists  and  sculptors  to  work  to- 
gether in  making  up  a  synthetic 
portrait  of  the  famous  mother. 

"To  get  a  correct  vision  of  this 
jioneer  mother  is  of  vital  import- 
ance." ("nmm«nt»H  T-Tilhort  'R»r>n«>tt 


chairman  of  the  commemorative 
stamp  committee.  "It  will  stand 
as  a  likeness  of  this  sainted  mother 
of  an  immortal  as  long  as  mother- 
hood endures.  As  the  present  ma- 
terial representation  of  Christ  is 
the  vision  of  some  artist  of  former 
years,  so  will  this  selection  of  the 
likeness  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
endure  forever." 


OFFICERS 
LAURA  MERCY  WRIGHT,  President 
ELIZABETH  GENTRY,  Secretary 
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MRS.  MINA  COOK,  Publicity  Chairman 


HILBERT  BENNETT 
National  Chairman  Stamp 
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BESS  WOOLFOLK 
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East  End  Lincoln  Pioneer  Village,  Rockport 


Grave  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln.  £ 


ROCKPORT,  INDIANA 

April  23rd,  1940. 


Home  of   the  Lincolns  in  Spencer  County 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

c/o  The  Lincoln  Natl.  Life  Ins.  Coe, 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  answer  to  the  enclosed  letter,  a  copy  of  which  went  to 
more  than  a  hundred  newspapers  and  magazines  throughout  the 
U.S.A.,  your  name  hss  been  given  to  the  Spencer  County 
Historical  Society  by  many  of  those  papers  as  being  most 
highly  qualified  to  serve  as  one  of  the  judges  on  an  Art 
Jury  to  determine  the  best  likeness  or  representation  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  that  has  been  or  that  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Spencer  County  Historical  Society  to  be  used  on  a 
special  Mother's  Day  stamp  to  be  printed  end  circulated, 
memorializing  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  the  mother  of  the 
immortal  Abraham  Lincoln. 

We  hope  to  enlist  a  Jury  of  about  seven  people,  consisting 
of  artists,  editors  and  historians.  The  work  will  have  to 
be  done  by  mail.  It  will  be  a  gratuitous  service  as  there 
are  no  funds  with  which  to  pay  for  such  service. 

We  will  be  highly  honored  and  we  will  deeply  appreciate 
having  you  serve  as  one  of  the  judges  in  this  most  unusual 
movement.     Please  let  us  know  at  once  if  you  will  assist 
our  society  in  this  great  undertaking  by  giving  us  the 
benefit  of  your  unquestioned  qualifications  when  we  submit 
such  inspired  work  of  art  to  you  as  may  come  into  our  hands. 

When  the  Jury  is  completed  we  will  advise  you  of  its  full 
membership . 


OFFICERS 
LAURA  MERCY  WRIGHT,  President 
ELIZABETH  GENTRY.  Secretary 
BESS  V.  EHRMANN,  Curator 
MRS.  MINA  COOK,  Publicity  Chairman. 


HILBERT  BENNETT 
National  Chairman  Stamp 
Committee 
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CARL  J.  ENGELBRECHT 
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East  End  Lincoln  Pioneer  Village,  Rockport 
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Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Ft .  Wayne ,  Ind . 


I  am  enclosing  a  small  leaflet  that  gives  some  idea  of 
what  our  society  is  sponsoring;  also  enclosed  is  a  copy 
of  the  petition  which  is  being  circulated  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States. 

Hoping  that  we  may  have  your  most  valuable  assistance  in 
this  undertaking,  and  thanking  you  for  any  consideration 
that  you  may  give  the  matter,  I  am 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

-^-"Chairman  Stamp  Committee, 

Spencer  County  Historical  Society. 


April  26,  1940 


\ 


\ 


Mr.  Kilbort  Bennett 

Spencer  County  Historical  Society 

Roo^ort,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Bonnet tt  V 

Just  back  fron  a  speaking  itinerary  I  find  p  r 
letter  before  ne  referring  to  the  art  comitteo  which 
will  jud^e  the  post  available  and  appropriate  study  for  a 
Lincoln  etcnp  jlrtrayin^  the  mother  of  the  President* 


It  will  give  "9  WHtk  pleasure  to  serve  on  this 
ceranittee  aa  I  an  in  full  a^reenent  with  the  idea  of 

issuing  a  2»»aorial  stamp  on  I iother's  Day  in  1943 • 


Yorrs  very  truly. 


LAW I SB 


director 


MH3  M1NA 


Spencer  County  Historical'  Society 


July  10,  191*0 


Mr.  Hilbert 

Spencer  County  Historical  Society 
Sookport,  2nd. 

Iff  dear  Jtr»  Bennett! 

Having  Just  had  occasion  to  chock  up  oa  ay 
correspondence,  X  find  a  letter  frost  you  dated  April  23, 
19U0  in  which  you  state  that  a  Jury  of  about  seven 
people  had  been  selected  to  work  on  the  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 


I  vender  if  you  would  be  willing  to  sand  as  the 
of  the  other  lasribers  of  the  Jury  who  are  to  serve  on 
this  canatlttee. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LJBfjJB  director 


1/ 
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July  31,  19^0 


Hra.  Be«B  V. 

Ifoclcport,  3BaA# 


%  Sear  Hra.  Shwaaxms 


Shank  yon  very  snuih  for  your  reply  to  ay  letter 
directed  to  Nr.  Bennett,  vith  reepeot  ^J™?  w£*^Wt| 
certain  artiete  unich  you  mention,  Mr.  Cbriety,  Me.  Hwabip, 

Mr.  Wood,  to**  Vhitney  and  Ml.  *  ^.S^S^SaT 

aofuainted  vita  Mr.  Manehip  and  I  think  it  would  pay  to  write 

to  Ira  again. 

I  dmbt  very  aerioualy  whether  Mr.  Borgiua  wnwlA 
be  amilahle  aa  he  la  ao  wry  much  wrapped  up  in  hie  projeet 
of  the  Black  Hilla. 

It  would  he  a  pleaaure  Indeed  to  eerve  your  ©roup 
in  any  way  poaaible. 

Very  truly  youra, 


warn 
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2r>  - 


October  10,  19^0 


Miee  Bees  V.  Ehrmann, 
Curator 

Spencer  County  Historical  Society 
Boekport,  Ind. 

*fcr  dear  Miee  Ehrmann* 

We  will  be  pleased  Indeed  to  write  to  Mr.  Mauehip 
and  try  to  persuade  him  to  accept  a  place  on  the  stamp 
committee  and  I  believe  he  will  be  willing  to  do  fo« 

You  will  please  find  enclosed  a  bulletin  which 
discusses  Bamsey's  Life  of  Washington  and  which  puts  forth 
our  argument  for  believing  that  it  was  Bsmseys  instead  of  , 
WeeafcT  that  was  Injured  and  for  which  Abraham  Lincoln  ua^W 
for  Crawford • 

We  have  been  looking  ever  since  I  returned  for  a 
copy  of  Bamsey's  Washington  and  as  soon  as  we  can  find  one 
we  will  most  certainly  send  one  to  you.    They  are  suite  scarce. 

We  trust  you  will  have  good  success  with  your  stamp 
venture  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  it  may  be  a  successful  project. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWiEB 
Enc. 


Director 


October  25,  19*K> 


Mr*.  Calder  Ehraao 

Rockport,  lad. 


,  %  dear  lira.  Khrraan; 

I  hare  Juirt  received  a  letter  frcw  1M1  Maoahip 
agreeing  to  accept  a  place  011  the  ooaaittee  on  the  condition 
that  any  advice  he  might  have  could  bo  eubaitted  by  nan 
Weir  York, 


X  hope  this  v5.ll  pleaacyco. 


Very  truly  youra, 


director  ' 


\ 


Jb  7  '  ^ 


2^  yt^-^cc^^ 


or.  •■  ? 


/    n  \ 


Owl  tN»  ft,  |#|Q 


Best  V.  Simaann 
Bocicport,  Indiana 

Ifer  dear  Sfee.  Suaanm 

I  espeet  the  letter  I  wrote  you 
as?  1  sing  that  Mr.  Msneblp  would  ear? e  on  the 
committee  reached  you  about  the  tins  you  wrote  to 

I  will  be  very  glad  indeed  to 
follow  out  your  suggestions  and  write  to  the 
Jsambers  of  the  committee  named  in  your  letter 
but  I  do  think  it  would  be  best  to  wait  until 
all  the  members  of  the  committee  are  definitely 
named  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  advise  the  in- 
dividual members  who  the  complete  committee  grove 
is* 

Very  truly  yours, 


April  28,  19*H 


Mrs.  Bess  7.  Ehrmann  j 
Rockport,  Ind.  1 

»»*%*Z4A-<J&**  s  G  7>,.-f| 

Dear  Mrs.  Ehrmann  j  1 

.    i  \ 

Tou  have  probably  been  advised  that  Hr.  Borglum 
vho  la  on  our  Lincoln  Memorial  Siarnp  Committee  passed 
avay  some  time  ago. 

Do  you  not  think  It  would  be  vise  to  secure  some 
outstanding  photographer  Inasmuch  as  ve  have  one  sculptor 
and  one  portrait  artist  on  the  commission. 


Zt  seems  to  me  If  there  Is  some  one  In  America  vho 
Is  an  outstanding  authority  on  photographic  art,  It  might 
strengthen  the  committee  by  having  such  a  one. 


m 


Tou  might  be  Interested  to  know  that  I  made  the 
acquaintance  of  the  gentleman  at  Washington  in  charge  of 
postage  stamps  and  hope  to  cultivate  It  to  some  extent  as 
I  think  possibly  his  vord  Is  the  last  word  on  the  issues 
of  new  memorials.    I  will  let  you  know  what  success  X  have 
vlth  respect  to  soliciting  his  Interest  from  time  to  time. 


Tery  truly  yours, 


LAW:  KB  Director 


I 

i 
1 


m 


.     /  3  "  /  f  it-/ 


U.J 


i  ^  v 


1 


/i!l^L4J/  ^^^s^^2£- 


/ 


(L*e~    ^Xe^    ^X^y  ^f**-*- 


June  13,  X9hl 


Mm*  2m  7.  JSbaemxm 
Eookport,  Indiana 

i  1*1 

Jtear  Krs.  Jgteraanni  |  j 

The  latter  with  respect  to  Murrayx* 
English  »e&der  load*  me  to  say  that  the  information 
cornea  f*om  KUXim  Bvndon'e  volume  i,  Page  37,  and 
I  f«oto  a  sentence:     Itr.  Lincoln  told  me  la  latO* 
years  Kurrays  English  Eoaoer  was  the  boat  book  eve^ 
put  into  the  hands  of  an  .American  youth* " 

Xbu  will  also  find  attached  to  this  letter 
photostat  eojy  of  an  early  number  of  Lincoln  Lor©  which 
goes  into  soma  detail  about  Murraya  feglieh  Header. 

With  respect  to  the  member  of  the  commission 
%o  repla**;  |*.  Borglun,  I  would  suggest  Mr.  Frederick  & 
Meaerve,  the  beat  known  and  probably  the  beat  informed 
collector  of  Lincoln  pictures  in  America,   sis  eddreee 

H  uLfH^t  ***l*i'Jm  ^  eelieve  ha  would  make 

•n  ideal  member  of  the  committee,  and  I  don't  know  ant 
what  you  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  him  when  he  waa 
pasaing  through  Southern  Indiana  last  simmer.    I  am  aura 
this  selection  would  be  received  very  well  every  where. 

Tery  truly  yours, 
Director 


mmHrtlT  ^mtflM 

4-        «ateoa  iftaiX^*  a^'irsM  «*W 
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Spencer  County  Historical  Society  Seeks  Stamy 
To  Honor  Nancy  Lincoln,  Mother's  Day,  194 


Nobody  knows  what  the  mother 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  looked  like, 
There  are  no  pictures  of  Amer*. 
ica'a  most  famous  mother  in  his* 
torica)  archives.  Ha  citizens  of 
southern  Indiana,  where  Lincoln 
spent  the  14  formative  years  of 
his  life,  have  banded  together  to 
sponsor  a  contest  for  artists  to 
give  their  conception  of  how  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  Lincoln's  mother, 
might  have  appeared.  The  impres* 
sions  are  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Post  OfHce  Department  as  the  basis 
for  the  possible  issuance  of  a  stamp 
commemorating  the  Emancipator's 
mother,  Shown  here  are  seven  of 
the  entries  in  the  competition.  Top 
row,  left  to  right  t  Pen-and-ink 
sketch  by  Elmer  Co*;  pen-and-ink 
sketch  by  Martha  Rudiseli;  paint' 
Ing  by  Mary  Myrtle  Posey;  pen 
and  ink  drawing  by  Mabel  Warden. 
Bottom  row:  Water  color  by 
George  H.  Honig;  pen-and-ink 
sketch  , by  Robert  Price;  pen  and 
ink  portrait  by  Ruth  Ann  lloby. 

By  BESS  V.  EHRMANN. 

Rockport,  Ind.,  May  10— Wha^ 
did  Abraham  Lincoln's  mother  ioq/k 

«ke? 

Nobody  knows,  for  no  pictures 
of  the  nation's  most  famous 
mother  ever  have  been  found. 

But  a  search  for  a  picture  whieh 
will  portray  the  known  charac- 
teristics of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
now  is  under  way  with  a  view  to 
creating  a  portrait  which  can  be 
used  as  the  basis  fpr  a  commemo- 
rative United  States  stamp. 

In  southern  Indiana,  where 
Abraham  Lincoln  spent  14  years 
of  his  youth,  two  organizations-^- 
numbering  many  descendants  of 
Lincoln's  neighbors  and  friends—- 
have  kept  alive  the  Indiana  con- 
nections of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
and  her  son,  They  are  the  Boon- 
ville  Press  Club  and  the  Spencer 
County  Historical  Society. 


!  Society  Seeks  Stamp. 

Members  of  the  historical  society 
have  worked  25  years  to  bring  at- 
tention to  the  Indiana  Lincoln 
country  by  pageantry,  plays,  mark- 
ing Lincoln  shrines,  writing  of 
stories  concerning  Lincoln's  Indi- 
ana years  (1816  to  1830)  and  the 
building  of  a  Lincoln  pioneer  vil- 
lage, They  now  are  sponsoring  a 
movement  to  ask  the  government 
to  issue  a  postage  stamp  memorial- 
izing Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  They 
are  asking  that  the  stamp  be  ready 
for  circulation  on  Mother's  day  in 
1043,  125  year*  after  her  death 
and  burial  in  Spencer  county.  - 

Hilbert  Bennett  of  Rockport  is 
chairman  of  the  campaign- 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  is  known 
today  only  by  those  qualities  which 
she  imparted  to  her  son.  The 
Spencer  County  Historical  Society 
is  calling  9*  artists,  sculptors  and 
painters  everywhere  to  submit 
likenesses  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
as  they  picture  her- 

The  society's  petition  to  the 
government  for  a  stamp  now  bears 
500,000  signatures.  It  will  be  pre- 
sented eventually  to  the  Post  Of- 
fice   Department,  indorsement*! 


have  come  from  nearly  every  state 
»nd  from  many  Governors,  sen- 
ators and  distinguished  persons 
throughout  the  country. 

25  Portraits  Submitted. 

Twenty-five  portraits  already 
have  been  sent  to  the  society  by 
various  artists  and  many  others 
have  been  promised-  These  oil 
paintings,  water  colors,  pen-and- 
ink  sketches  and  charcoal  draw- 
ings form  an  unusual  collection 
which  the  society  Intends  to  ex- 
hibit in  many  cities. 

Judges  named  to  ohpose  the  best 
representative  for  the  stamp  issue 
include  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Fort 
Wayne,  Lincoln  biographer  and 
lecturer,  chairman;  Paul  Manship, 
New  York  sculptor:  Carl  Sand- 
berg,  Lincoln  biographer;  Howard 
Chandler  Christy,  New  York  por- 
trait painter;  Gertrude  Lane,  ed- 
itor of  a  woman's  magazine,  New 
York,  and  Paul  Angle,  Springfield 
(111.)  writer  and  Lincoln  historian, 

The  portrait  they  select  will  be 
submitted  to  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral. With  it  will  go  the  petition 
which  the  historical  society  ex- 
pects to  contain  l.QOO.OOO  signers. 


Historical  Society  Seeks  Imaginary 
Portrait  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 


I  i„!.ni.ttnglnary  P0'*^*  °f  Nftncy  Hanks  Lincoln,  mother  of  Abraham 
torTJ  '  PreP*red  by  GeorKe  H   Honl*'  Bockport  sculptor  and  hi™ 

Ma^0fki?0rtu  W'  ,May  25-- (Special) -An  Imaginary  portrait  of 
£nlZ,Hrnk\UZC0}nim0ther  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  sought  by  the 

ho  K  "^  n1S,»?ricai  S0dety  for  P°ssible  use  °n  a  postage  stamp 
honoring  the  Civil  War  President's  mother 

No  known  picture  of  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln exists  and  the  historical  so- 
ciety has  asked  artists  to  submit 
their  conception  of  the  noted 
mother.  A  committee  of  judges, 
to  be  selected  from  nominations 
made  by  leading  newspapers  and 
magazines,  will  choose  the  picture 
believed  most  representative  of 
Mrs.  Lincoln. 

The  historical  society  also  is 
sponsoring  the  movement  to  have 
a  commemorative  stamp  issued  by 
the  Post  Office  Department.  Hu- 
bert Bennett  of  Rockport,  society 
treasurer,  reported  that  petitions 
bearing  the  names  of  50,000  per- 
sons in  every.state  in  the  Union  re- 
quest the  issuance  of  the  stamp. 


Among  portraits  of  Lincoln's 
mother  is  one  prepared  by  George 
H.  Honig  of  Rockport,  artist,  sculp- 
tor and  student  of  Lincoln  history. 
Drawn  in  stamp  form,  his  concep- 
tion of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln's  por- 
trait is  surrounded  by  a  design 
which  includes  the  outline  of  the 
state,  the  state  flower,  the  zinnia; 
the  state  tree,,  the  tulip  tree;  the 
Indiana  bird,  the  cardinal;  the 
state  seal,  the  state  flag;  the  Spen- 
cer county  symbol,  the  wild  car- 
rier pigeon,  and  designation  of  the 
site  of  the  Lincoln  log  cabin  and 
the  spot  where  Mrs.  Lincoln  is 
buried. 


INDIANAPOLIS    SUNDAY    STAR,   MAY   26,  1940 


Committee  Named  To  Select 
Design  for  Lincoln  Stamp 

Project  Honoring  Emanctpa- 


lUJCOL      •   =» 

tor's  Mother  Sponsored  by 
Spencer  County  Society^, 

ROCKPORT,  Feb.  ^.-(Special) 
Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren  director  of 
the  Lincoln  Foundation  at  Ft 
Wayne,  has  been  selected  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  select  the  de- 
Sen  for  the  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
3 tamp  to  be  issued  for  Mother's 
day  in  1943.  The  stamp  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Spencer  County 
Historical  society. 

Other  members  of  the  committee 

Home  Companion;  Garl  B«Jfurj. 
Lincoln  biographer,  and  An 
gle,  Lincoln  librarian  at;  bpnng 

""The  "stamp  design  will  be  the 
arSs  conception  of  i* 
president's  mother  as  no  P^taje^ 
her  is  known  to  be  In  exls,te.ncnen 
S  aid  in  1&8  and  was  buried  on 
the  Lincoln  farm  which  is  now  in- 
cludedin  the  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 

tigfi23£%  directed  the 

is  composed  of   Hitoe  t  c 
chairman-,     Miss     Lain  a  Mercy 
Wright,    Mrs.    Elizabeth  Gent,y 
Carl    Engelbrecbt,    Mrs.   Bess  V 
Ehrmann  and  Mrs.  Miria  Cook,  all 

0f5o0rCXn  60,000  persons  signed 
the  petition  for  the  sta^p^cb 
was   signed    by   the   governor  o 
practically    every    state    in  the 
United  States  and  by  all  the  rep 
resentatives  and  senators  from  In- 
diana in  congress. 
'    Twenty-four    designs     for  me 
stamp  have  been  submitted,  some 
S  from  New  York  City,  «d 
the  historical  society  plans  to  have 
an  exhibit  of  them  soon. 


Design  for  Nancy  Hanks  Lin 
JT5*P  submitted  by  Mrs 
Bess  Keller  of  Rockport. 


Lincoln's  Mother 
Stamp  Is  Sought 

Rockport,  Ind.,  Feb.  24. —  (Spe- 
cial) —  A  rural  school  class  In 
Macon  county,  Illinois,  taught  by 
Mrs.  Florence  White,  has  obtained 
more  than  1,000  signers  to  the  pe- 
tition being  nationally  circulated 
asking  for  a  Lincoln's  mother 
3-cent  postage  stamp. 

"We  have  made  the  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  Mother's  day  stamp 
a  part  of  our  Lincoln  project 
study,"  the  teacher  wrote. 

Writing  for  more  petitions  to  be 
circulated  at  other  Illinois  schools 
she  explained,  "We  broadcast  to 
the  public  for  signers."  Robert 
Peyoll,  a  pupil,  invited  "a  car  full 
of  Spencer  County  (Indiana)  His- 
torical Society  members  to  come 
and  see  the  points  of  Lincoln  inter- 
est in  our  state." 

"Exchange  of  historical  informa- 
tion between  school  children  of  the 
Indiana  Lincoln  country  and  school 
children  anywhere  outside  the 
state  is  to  be  extended  to  every 
county  in  Illinois  where  Lincoln 
lived  or  visited,"  according  to  Mrs 
Bess  v.  Ehrmann,  Indiana  Lincoln 
historian  of  Rockport 


printer*  $  i&ublt0l)er^  £  Boofeseiler* 

f  451  Jl3ortfc  MJestetn  atienue  f  f  p&one  ^apmatbet  7626  4 

#  f  f  f  f  f  f  f  f  f  f  f  f  f  c&kago 

March  12th  1941 


Dr.  L.  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

I  note  by  the  papers  that  you  are  on  a  committee 
to  design  a  NANCY  HANKS  LINCOLN  Memorial  Postage  Stamp.  Let  me 
congratulate  you  and  assure  £ou  that  the  project  is  in  safe  hands. 

As  you  know,  THE  POOR  RICHARD  PRESS  sponsors  all 
types  of  Lincoln  covers.  I  should  like  to  put  out  a  first  day 
cover  for  the  NMCY  HAMKS  LINCOLN  STAMP.  Can  you  give  me  an  inkling 
as  to  when  it  will  be  placed  on  first  day  sale  and  where? 

It  is  necessary  for  me  to  put  out  my  own  publicity 
and  any  information  you  can  give  me  on  the  above  will  be  appreciated 
as  I  fear  time  is  short. 


Theodore  S.  Charrney 


March  14,  1941 


ttr«  Theodore  S«  Char  me  y 
The  roor  III  chard  ^eas 
451  BOPth    e:;:jrn  ^venuo 
Chicaro,  Illinois 

Dear  !*r»  Chairney: 

Dr.  Warren  is  at  present  on  his 
annual  speaking  itinerary  and  will  not  return 
until  some  time  in  April, 

Your  letter  will  be  placed  before 
hini  at  that  time* 

Yours  very  truly, 


Secretary  to  Dr«  barren* 


Spencer  Society  Seeks 
Nancy  Lincoln  Stamp 

Roekport,  ind.,  Feb.  ll._<Spe- 
cial)— The  Spencer  County  Hosto- 
ncal  Society  is  sponsoring  a  move- 
ment for  a  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
3-cent  postage  stamp,  to  be  issued 
for  Mother's  day,  1943 
Since  no  known  portrait  exists 

?L  V\°ther.of  Graham  Lin- 
coln, artists  may  submit  their  own 
inceptions  of  her  appearance^* 
the  stamp's  design. 

The  stamp  committee  is  com- 
posed of  Miss  Laura  M.  WriX 
president;  Mrs.  Mina  Cook  fc- 
-  president;  Mrs.  Lizzie  Gentry  sec- 

:  u irykSnbr  £?nnett'  *"SiSg 

«■  Ca5  eZI'  Ehrmann,  curator 
carl    Englebracht,    county  schoo 
^permtendent,    and    Mrs,  OBe^s 


/  V1 
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MEMORIAL  STAMP  FOR  MOTHER'S  DAY 


Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  died  on  Octo- 
ber 5,  1818  and  next  year  on  this  day, 
the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  an- 
niversary of  her  death  will  be  com- 
memorated. On  the  Mother's  Day,  pre- 
liminary to  this  anniversary,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment will  issue  a  postage  stamp  me- 
morializing the  mother  of  Lincoln. 

The  Sponsoring  Group 

The  effort  to  secure  the  memorial 
stamp  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Spen- 
cer County  Historical  Society  under 
the  direction  of  the  following  members 
of  the  stamp  committee :  Hilbert  Ben- 
nett, chairman,  Miss  Laura  Mercy 
Wright,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gentry,  Carl 
Englebrecht,  Mrs.  Bess  V.  Ehrmann 
and  Mrs.  Mina  Cook.  This  committee 
has  already  circulated  petitions  for 
the  stamp.  The  lists  contain  the  signa- 
tures of  about  a  half  a  million  people. 

If  a  favorable  reaction  by  the  postal 
authorities  is  assured,  recommenda- 
tions for  the  design  of  the  memorial 
stamp  will  be  submitted  by  a  commit- 
tee composed  of  Louis  A.  Warren,  di- 
rector of  Lincoln  National  Life  Foun- 
dation, chairman;  Paul  Angle,  librar- 
ian of  Illinois  State  Historical  Society ; 
Howard  Chandler  Christy,  portrait  ar- 
tist; Paul  Manship,  sculptor;  Freder- 
ick H.  Meserve,  authority  on  Lincoln 
photographs ;  and  Carl  Sandburg,  Lin- 
coln author.  Twenty-four  designs  for 
the  contemplated  stamp  have  already 
been  submitted. 

It  must  be  recognized  that  very  lit- 
tle biographical  data  is  available  about 
Lincoln's  mother.  Some  of  the  most 
important  vital  statistics  about  her 
are  not  recorded.  Confusion  exists  as 
to  just  how  she  looked,  also  there  is 
some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what 
innate  tendencies  she  may  have  passed 
on  to  her  illustrious  son.  This  one  fact 
is  certain,  however,  that  she  was  the 
first  and  faithful  wife  of  Thomas  Lin- 
coln and  she  bore  him  three  children. 
One  of  the  three  became  the  most  be- 
loved character  in  American  history. 

The  Birth  Date  of  Lincoln's  Mother 

One  of  the  facts  we  would  like  to 
know  about  Lincoln's  mother,  especial- 
ly if  a  stamp  is  to  be  issued  in  her 
honor,  is  the  date  of  her  birth.  The  day 
of  her  marriage  and  the  day  of  her 
death  are  positively  established,  but 
any  date  which  is  associated  with  her 
birth  is  purely  traditional  and  this 
goes  for  the  year  as  well  as  the  month 
and  the  day  when  she  was  born. 

The  first  approach  to  the  date  of 
Lincoln's  mother's  birth  which  we  have 
been  able  to  discover  in  print  is  in 
Lamon's  Lincoln  [p.  10]  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  the  age  of  Nancy  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  was  "about  twen- 


ty-three," placing  the  year  of  her 
birth  about  1783.  Herndon,  whose 
manuscripts  were  used  as  a  source  for 
the  Lamon  book,  stated  in  his  three 
volume  work,  [vol.  1,  p.  13]  compiled 
from  the  same  manuscripts  he  sold 
Lamon,  that  at  the  time  of  Nancy's 
marriage  to  Thomas  Lincoln  she  was 
in  her  twenty-third  year.  This  state- 
ment is  undoubtedly  responsible  for 
the  Lamon  conclusion.  Where  did 
Herndon  get  his  information?  Possibly 
it  was  from  John  Hanks  who  stated  in 
an  interview  which  Herndon  directed 
that  "Thomas  was  older  than  his  wife 
say  five  years."  [The  Hidden  Lincoln, 
p.  345.] 

Herndon  published  the  statement 
made  by  the  President  himself  that 
Thomas  Lincoln  "having  reached  his 
twenty-eighth  year  he  married  Nancy 
Hanks — mother  of  the  present  sub- 
ject— in  the  year  1806."  If  Thomas  had 
reached  his  twenty-eighth  year  actual- 
ly he  would  be  twenty-seven  years  old 
which  would  make  the  age  of  his  wife, 
according  to  John  Hanks,  twenty-two 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage  in  1806, 
and  the  year  of  her  birth  would  have 
been  1784.  We  doubt  seriously  that  the 
President  ever  told  Herndon  the  date 
of  his  mother's  birth  as  apparently 
Lincoln  himself  did  not  know  the  date. 
In  1847  he  entered  the  date  of  his 
mother's  death  in  the  family  Bible, 
and  if  he  had  known  the  date  of  her 
birth  probably  he  would  have  made 
a  notation  about  it,  or  at  least  stated 
her  age  at  time  of  death,  as  he  did 
about  his  father  later  on  when  he  en- 
tered in  the  old  Bible  some  vital  sta- 
tistics. 

The  first  mention  of  an  actual  birth- 
day for  Nancy  Hanks  is  to  be  found 
in  the  book  Nancy  Hanks  by  Mrs. 
Hitchcock  who  stated  that  she  was 
born  on  February  5,  1784  [p.  25].  Jen- 
kins Lloyd  Jones,  who  prepared  copy 
for  the  biographical  tablets  placed  on 
the  walls  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  at 
Hodgensville,  gave  the  birthday  of 
Nancy  Hanks  as  January  4,  1784.  Mr. 
Jones  was  familiar  with  the  work  of 
Mrs.  Hitchcock  and  was  probably  in- 
fluenced to  some  extent  by  her  infor- 
mation. If  Mrs.  Hitchcock  were  de- 
pending on  some  of  the  Joseph  Hanks 
descendants  for  information  about  the 
age  of  Nancy  Hanks,  they  gave  her  the 
birth  date  of  Nancy,  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  who  was  the  mother  of  Dennis 
Hanks,  and  who  later  married  Levi 
Hall  and  not  Nancy  the  mother  of  Lin- 
coln. Mr.  Jones  was  laboring  under 
the  same  mistaken  identity  of  the  Nan- 
cy in  question,  so  probably  both  dates 


January  4,  and  February  5,  are  spur- 
ious. 

The  only  documentary  approach  we 
can  make  to  the  question  of  her  birth 
date  is  through  the  Hardin  County 
census  which  shows  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln to  have  been  between  twenty-six 
and  forty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time 
the  census  was  taken  in  1810.  This 
would  indicate  that  Nancy  could  not 
have  been  born  later  than  1784  or  she 
would  have  been  listed  as  under  twen- 
ty-six years  of  age.  She  may  have  been 
born  in  1784  and  the  inscription  on  her 
tombstone  which  states  she  was  thirty- 
five  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death 
in  1818  may  be  right,  regardless  of  the 
absence  of  any  reliable  source  to  con- 
firm it. 

Personal  Appearances  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln 

Those  having  in  mind  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  design  for  a  memorial  stamp 
would  like  very  much  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  personal  appearance 
of  Lincoln's  mother.  It  is  true  we 
have  no  actual  photograph  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  as  she  died  over  twenty 
years  before  photography  was  invent- 
ed, and  no  painting  nor  even  a  silhou- 
ette of  her  is  available.  Photographs 
are  our  best  authorities  as  to  how  our 
forebears  looked  and  memory  would 
be  of  little  avail  in  allowing  us  to  be- 
come familiar  with  their  appearance 
without  the  aid  of  visual  helps. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  extant 
any  dependable  description  of  Mrs. 
Lincoln  and  no  one  who  was  really 
qualified  to  speak  with  authority  as  to 
how  she  looked  has  left  us  a  verbal 
portrait  of  her.  It  appears  that  the 
few  descriptions  submitted  have  been 
greatly  influenced  by  the  personal  ap- 
pearances of  Lincoln  himself,  with  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Hankses  to 
trace  not  only  his  mental  endowments 
to  their  side  of  the  house,  but  his  phy- 
sical characteristics  as  well. 

Practically  all  biographers,  who 
have  tried  to  describe  Lincoln's  mother, 
have  relied  upon  William  Herndon's 
description  of  her.  Herndon  was  de- 
pendent on  John  Hanks  for  the  story 
of  how  she  looked,  when,  in  fact,  al- 
though John  gave  a  minute  description 
of  her,  it  is  very  evident  that  he  never 
saw  her  in  his  whole  life  time.  (See 
Lincoln  Kinsman  No.  43)  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  any  satisfactory  sketch  of  how 
she  actually  looked  will  ever  be  dis- 
covered. 


Correction — In  Lincoln  Lore  No.  693  the  word 
"ruler"  was  used  inadvertently  instead  of  "presi- 
dent" as  It  appeared  in  the  original  source. 

The  New  York  Times.  Ed. 


LAW  OFFICES 

COMMERCIAL  TRUST  BUILDING 
13TB  «&  MARKET  STREETS 


S.  J.  SICKEL 
ATTORN  EY-AT-LATT 


Philadelphia  November  24,  1942 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Possibly  you  will  recall  me  as  the  author 
of  the  book,  "Historv  of " Thanksgiving  &  Proclamations", 
and  with  my  enjovment  of  the  -privilege  of  being  on  your 
mailing  list  for' your  weekly  copies  of  "Lincoln  Lore". 
These    I  al^avs  read  with  interest.     Your  issue  of  October 
5    194?    interested  me  greatly  since  I     am  personally  known 
to  and  by,  and  represent  prof essionally ,  Miss  Anna  M.  Jarvis, 
the  world-wide  known  Founder  of  Mother's  Day.     The  subject 
of  the  above  mentioned  article  of  October  5,  194?,  was  the 
movement  to  have  made  a  U.  S.  postage  stamp  with  the  por- 
trait of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
thereon  engraved,  to  be  issued  on  the  next  ensuing  Mother's 
Day. 

With  this,  may  I  have  one-half  dozen  extra 
copies  of  your  said  issue  of *  October  5,  1942.  Thanking 
you  in  advance,  I  remain 

Yours  truly, 


S.  J.  SICKEL 
ATTORN  BY- AT-L  AW 


LAW  OFFICES 

COMMERCIAL  TRUST  BUILDING 
1STH  &  MARKET  STREETS 


Philadelphia      November  28,  1942 


Mr,  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor 
Lincoln  Lore 

c/o  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Supplementing  the  letter  I  wrote  you  the 
other  day  with  reference  to  "Lincoln  Lore"  of  October  5 — 
Memorial  Stamp  to  be  issued  by  the  United  States  Government 
for  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  on  next  Mother Ts  Day,  may  I  venture 
to  suggest  the  following  persons,  who,  if  you  do  not  already 
know  about  them,  may  be  able  to  give  you  some  assistance  or 
advice  concerning  the  history  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and/or  his 
mother,  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  which  will  help  you  in  your 
effort  to  bring  about  that  which  you  are  striving  for.  The 
five  individuals  are  listed  on  the  within  memo. 

Wishing  you  success,  I  remain 


Yours  truly, 


mc 


m.  J.  SICK  EI 


December  2,  19^2 


Mr.  H.  s.  J.  Siekel 
Ccnaasroi*!  Truat  310€« 
15th  &  Marl»t  sis. 
FhiUdelPk**' 


Deer  Mr.  Siekel: 

Thau*  you  Y«ry  »^  fitSfi^ 

S&&  SIS  ^fco^y,  V^lnia. 
baring  been  ^"f't^^JS^  elation  ^pointed 

you «m ^Jfi-gS? mm 

tfcie  foundation  hoide  m 
ancestry  of  Abraba*  Lincoln. 


Yery  truly  your»> 


LAW s CBS 
L. A  .Warren 

Bno. 


Direct  or 


S.  J.  SICKEL 
ATTOHNBT-AT-liAW 


LAW  OFFICES 

COMMERCIAL  TRUST  BUILDING 
15TH  «te  MARKET  STREETS 


Philadelphia    December  8,  1942 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
P.  0.  Box  1110 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

With  our  mutual  interest  in  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, and  my  regular  reading  of  your  "Lincoln  Lore"  issued 
weekly  and  sent  me,  which,  by  the  way,  I  read  with  a  great 
deal  of  entertainment,  I  was  particularly  pleased,  the  other 
day  to  receive    a  printed  pamphlet,  entitled,  "The  Lincoln 
Kinsmen",  which  was  devoted  exclusively  to  the  maternal  myth 
lineage  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     I  read  this  panphlet  through 
carefully  and  studiously. 

I  not  only  have  in  my  library  the  works, 
writings  and  papers  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  which  is  about  a 
12-volume  edition,  but  T  have  many  other  books  on  Lincoln 
and  Lincoln  subjects.     In  addition  thereto,  I  have  the  follow- 
ing:    The  three  lives  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  by  Her end on — Weik; 
Whipple;  and  Barton;  also  "The  Paternity  of  Abraham  Lincoln", 
by  Barton  and  the  "Lineage  of  Abraham  Lincoln",  by  Wm.  E. 
Barton.     All  these  books  I  have  carefully  read  and.  digested, 
and.  I  also  have  in  my  possession,  made  by  myself,  a  large 
chart  which  is  the  family  tree  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  giving 
his  line,  paternally  and  maternally,  back  to  two  or  three 
generations  in  England. 

With  my  reading  and  ^  s  tud ;y  of  _  Abraham  ^2^mA^' 
coin,  I  have  had  brought  to  my  attention  f5£r  reading  and 
study  all  of    the  myths  concerning  his  heritage;  and  I  be- 
lieve I  also  have  the  true,  correct  and  authoritative  family 
history  or  genealogy  of  Abraham  -Lincoln .     My  definite  under- 
standing and  knowledge  is  that  there  is  no  question  whatsoever 
as  to  Abraham  Lincoln's  legitimacy,  and  that  all  scandals 
referring  to  the  same  have  long  since  been  definitely  exploded, 
discharged  and  dismissed  because  of  the  authoritative  and 
definite  formal  information  and  records,  concerning  him,  his 
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birth    and.  heritage,  which  have  been  found  and  recorded  as 
a  matter  of  authoritative  history  by  Dr.  Barton,  who,  in 
my  judgment,  has  made  himself  the  greatest  authority  on_ 
Abraham  Lincoln.    Of  course,  I  may  be  mistaken  in  my  opin- 
ion, but  that's  my  thought  and  judgment,  subject  to  correc- 
tion. 

With  my  reading  and  study  however,  I  have 
had  likewise  nroven  to  my  satisfaction  that  the  mother  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  Nancy  Hanks,  who,  unfortunately,  was  an 
illegitimate  daughter  of  her  mother,  Lucy  Hanks,  who  was  not 
married  when  Nancv  was  born;  that  Lucy  Hanks,  as  was  her 
sister    Nancv  Hanks,  were  rather  low  characters,  ana  very 
loose  in  their  morals.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  Dr.  Barton 
uncovered  Court  records  where  Lucy  Hanks  had  been  apprehended 
and  prosecuted  more  than  once  for  prostitution. 

Irrespective  of  who  may  have  been  Nancy 
Hanks'  father,  I  can  well  account  for  the  mentality  and  the 
mental  operations  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  basis  of  the 
same.    £s  a  student  of  life  and  human  nature,  I  know  some- 
thin^  of  the  subject  of  "blood  stream",  with  the  vitality 
thereof;  and  I  know  that  the  blood,  stream,  with  its  qualities 
and  virtues,  can  endure  for  generations;  I  also  know  that 
there  can  be  temporary  lapses  in  it,  and  it  is  easy  for  me 
to  account  for  the  qualities  of  the  blood  stream  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  it  asserted  or  demonstrated,  itself  when  I  consider 
his  heritage.    While  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  father  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  was  definitely  a  shiftless  individual  yet  he  had 
character  and  he  had  ability,  but  as  it  often  happens,  he  _ 
was  one  of  those  individuals  that,  while  he  never  did  anything 
wrong,  he  was  either  brain  lazy  or  physically  lazy  to  make 
anything  out  of  himself.    Yet,  back  of  him  is  a  long  line  of 
Lincolns:  his  direct  line  of  ancestors,  beginning  with  his 
father  and  £oine  all  the  way  back  through  the  Lincolns,  pro- 
duced many  men  of  ability  in  farming,  business,  manufactur- 
ing—iron', politics  and  other  departments  of  life;  all  of 
whom  were  respectively  successful.    As  to  his  mother's  side, 
T  can  trace  and  prove  that  Nancy  Hanks  and  her  mother,  Lucy, 
were  the  direct  descendants  of  Richard  Lee  of  Virginia;  one 
0r  the  Lees,  a  granddaughter  or  great-granddaughter  of  Richard. 
Lee,  I  just  forget  which  it  is,  but  her  name  was  Anne  Lee,  is 
the  connecting  link.  She,  or  one  of  her  daughters--l  forget 
at  this  moment  that  point,  married  into  the  Hanks  family;  and 
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the  son  of  Richard.  Lee,  the  direct  ancestor  of  the  said 
Anne  Lee,  married  a  descendant  of  the  Rev.  Brewster,  one 
of  the  passengers  of  the  Mayflower.    With  this  genealogical 
background,  Abraham  Lincoln  had  plenty  of  quality  and  virtue 
in  bis  blood  stream,  which  manifested  itself  in,  by,  and 
through  him,  in  life.     The  quality  and  character  of  this 
blood,  stream  was  revived,  and /or  re-asserted  itself  in 
Abraham  Lincoln — Truly  he  was  a  good  blooded  individual; 
the  kind  that  develops  into  greatness. 

With  these  thoughts  and.  observations,  I 

beg  to  remain 

Truly  yours,  _  ^ 


mc 


LAW  OFFICES 

COMMERCIAL  TRUST  BUILDING 
15TH  &  MARKET  STREETS 


S.  J.  SICKEL 
ATTORNBI-AT-IiAW 


Philadelphia     December  11,  1942 


Dr.  Louis  H.  Warren 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
c/o  Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Supplementing  my  recent  correspondence 
with  vou  concerning"  extra  copies  of  your  issue  of  "Lincoln 
Lore"  for  October  5th;  a  U.  S.  postage  stamp  in  memory  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  and  the  issue  of  it  on  Mother's  Day, 
1Q43:  while  it  may  not  make  any  difference,  yet  I  feel 
it  my  lepal  and  professional  duty  as  the  Attorney  for  Miss 
Anna"M.  Jarvis,  the  Founder  of  Mother's  Day,  to  aavise  you 
that  "Mother's  Day",  founded  by  Miss  Jarvis  many  years  ago 
is  a  well-established  National  and  International  institution, 
with  an  organization  back  of  it;  and  that  "Mother's  Day"  is 
not  only  registered,  but  copy-righted. 

Re-assuring  you  of  my  best  wishes  and  with 
my  compliments  of  the  coming  Season,  I  remain 

Yours  truly,  _ 


H.  S.  J.  SICKEL 


mc 


December  15,  1942 


Mr.  H.  S.  J.  Siekel 
Conaiereial  Trust  Building 
15"tii  &  Market  St 8. 
Philadelphia,  Fa. 

Hy  dear  Mr.  Siokel: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  Deo  ember  U  advising 
me  of  your  legal  and  professional  contact  with  Kiss  Harvis. 

Lincoln  Lore  Ho.  704,  duplicate  copies  of  which  you  received, 
clearly  specifies  that  the  project  Is  being  sponsored  by  the  Spencer 

County  Historical  Society. 

I  am  not  myself  or  any  other  members  of  the  committee  selected 
to  pass  on  certain  designs  or  pictures  that  might  be  appropriate 


When  the  designs  are  ready  to  submit  to  our  oommittee  we 
will  pass  upon  the  designs  and  make  our  report  to  the  Historical 
Society.    The  group  I  imagine  will  take  the  matter  up  with  the 
government  with  respect  to  the  issuing  of  the  stamp.    Our  group  is 
merely  serving  as  a  committee  of  Lincoln  students  to  select  a  symbol 
which  would  be  most  appropriately  used  on  a  postage  stamp  If  the 
Spencer  County  Historical  Soolety  is  successful  in  having  that  project 
approved  by  the  government. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAViUf 


Director 


SENT  TO  ANGLE 

CHRISTY 
MAN SHIP 
MESERVE 
SANDBURG 


April  30,  1943 


Hr#  Fa&l  Angle 

HI.  State  Historical  Library 
Centennial  Bl<  g.  ™ 
Springfield,  Hi. 

%  dear  Kr.  Angle? 

aattolpatrt  that  tee  Jtt^L9"^ 

ha«  been  poetooned  «»n  i    J.  3  sfcaap 

time.       P     P    ^  Until  *f£  «ore  «tpedient 

Spencer  County.  In^m/tort^  ?±£l 
sponaorlng  the  effort.  l£  *8^2** 
ohairaan  of  the  1nd/?*«  *  ae,a0 

of  this  action.       g     *r0^t  to  you 


TelT  truly  yonr 8, 


Director 
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MEMORIAL  STAMP  FOR  MOTHER'S  DAY 


Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  died  on  Octo- 
ber 5,  1818  and  next  year  on  this  day, 
the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  an- 
niversary of  her  death  will  be  com- 
memorated. On  the  Mother's  Day,  pre- 
liminary to  this  anniversary,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment will  issue  a  postage  stamp  me- 
morializing the  mother  of  Lincoln. 

The  Sponsoring  Group 

The  effort  to  secure  the  memorial 
stamp  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Spen- 
cer County  Historical  Society  under 
the  direction  of  the  following  members 
of  the  stamp  committee :  Hilbert  Ben- 
nett, chairman,  Miss  Laura  Mercy 
Wright,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gentry,  Carl 
Englebrecht,  Mrs.  Bess  V.  Ehrmann 
and  Mrs.  Mina  Cook.  This  committee 
has  already  circulated  petitions  for 
the  stamp.  The  lists  contain  the  signa- 
tures of  about  a  half  a  million  people. 

If  a  favorable  reaction  by  the  postal 
authorities  is  assured,  recommenda- 
tions for  the  design  of  the  memorial 
stamp  will  be  submitted  by  a  commit- 
tee composed  of  Louis  A.  Warren,  di- 
rector of  Lincoln  National  Life  Foun- 
dation, chairman;  Paul  Angle,  librar- 
ian of  Illinois  State  Historical  Society; 
Howard  Chandler  Christy,  portrait  ar- 
tist;  Paul  Manship,  sculptor;  Freder- 
ick H.  Meserve,  authority  on  Lincoln 
photographs ;  and  Carl  Sandburg,  Lin- 
coln author.  Twenty-four  designs  for 
the  contemplated  stamp  have  already 
been  submitted. 

It  must  be  recognized  that  very  lit- 
tle biographical  data  is  available  about 
Lincoln's  mother.  Some  of  the  most 
important  vital  statistics  about  her 
are  not  recorded.  Confusion  exists  as 
to  just  how  she  looked,  also  there  is 
some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what 
innate  tendencies  she  may  have  passed 
on  to  her  illustrious  son.  This  one  fact 
is  certain,  however,  that  she  was  the 
first  and  faithful  wife  of  Thomas  Lin- 
coln and  she  bore  him  three  children. 
One  of  the  three  became  the  most  be- 
loved character  in  American  history. 

The  Birth  Date  of  Lincoln's  Mother 

One  of  the  facts  we  would  like  to 
know  about  Lincoln's  mother,  especial- 
ly if  a  stamp  is  to  be  issued  in  her 
honor,  is  the  date  of  her  birth.  The  day 
of  her  marriage  and  the  day  of  her 
death  are  positively  established,  but 
any  date  which  is  associated  with  her 
birth  is  purely  traditional  and  this 
goes  for  the  year  as  well  as  the  month 
and  the  day  when  she  was  born. 

The  first  approach  to  the  date  of 
Lincoln's  mother's  birth  which  v/e  have 
been  able  to  discover  in  print  is  in 
Lamon's  Lincoln  [p.  10]  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  the  age  of  Nancy  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  was  "about  twen- 


ty-three," placing  the  year  of  her 
birth  about  1783.  Herndon,  whose 
manuscripts  were  used  as  a  source  for 
the  Lamon  book,  stated  in  his  three 
volume  work,  [vol.  1,  p.  13]  compiled 
from  the  same  manuscripts  he  sold 
Lamon,  that  at  the  time  of  Nancy's 
marriage  to  Thomas  Lincoln  she  was 
in  her  twenty-third  year.  This  state- 
ment is  undoubtedly  responsible  for 
the  Lamon  conclusion.  Where  did 
Herndon  get  his  information?  Possibly 
it  was  from  John  Hanks  who  stated  in 
an  interview  which  Herndon  directed 
that  "Thomas  was  older  than  his  wife 
say  five  years."  [The  Hidden  Lincoln, 
p.  345.] 

Herndon  published  the  statement 
made  by  the  President  himself  that 
Thomas  Lincoln  "having  reached  his 
twenty-eighth  year  he  married  Nancy 
Hanks — mother  of  the  present  sub- 
ject—in the  year  1806."  If  Thomas  had 
reached  his  twenty-eighth  year  actual- 
ly he  would  be  twenty-seven  years  old 
which  would  make  the  age  of  his  wife, 
according  to  John  Hanks,  twenty-two 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage  in  1806, 
and  the  year  of  her  birth  would  have 
been  1784.  We  doubt  seriously  that  the 
President  ever  told  Herndon  the  date 
of  his  mother's  birth  as  apparently 
Lincoln  himself  did  not  know  the  date. 
In  1847  he  entered  the  date  of  his 
mother's  death  in  the  family  Bible, 
and  if  he  had  known  the  date  of  her 
birth  probably  he  would  have  made 
a  notation  about  it,  or  at  least  stated 
her  age  at  time  of  death,  as  he  did 
about  his  father  later  on  when  he  en- 
tered in  the  old  Bible  some  vital  sta- 
tistics. 

The  first  mention  of  an  actual  birth- 
day for  Nancy  Hanks  is  to  be  found 
in  the  book  Nancy  Hanks  by  Mrs. 
Hitchcock  who  stated  that  she  was 
born  on  February  5,  1784  [p.  25].  Jen- 
kins Lloyd  Jones,  who  prepared  copy 
for  the  biographical  tablets  placed  on 
the  walls  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  at 
Hodgensville,  gave  the  birthday  of 
Nancy  Hanks  as  January  4,  1784.  Mr. 
Jones  was  familiar  with  the  work  of 
Mrs.  Hitchcock  and  was  probably  in- 
fluenced to  some  extent  by  her  infor- 
mation. If  Mrs.  Hitchcock  were  de- 
pending on  some  of  the  Joseph  Hanks 
descendants  for  information  about  the 
age  of  Nancy  Hanks,  they  gave  her  the 
birth  date  of  Nancy,  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  who  was  the  mother  of  Dennis 
Hanks,  and  who  later  married  Levi 
Hall  and  not  Nancy  the  mother  of  Lin- 
coln. Mr.  Jones  was  laboring  under 
the  same  mistaken  identity  of  the  Nan- 
cy in  question,  so  probably  both  dates 


January  4,  and  February  5,  are  spur- 
ious. 

The  only  documentary  approach  we 
can  make  to  the  question  of  her  birth 
date  is  through  the  Hardin  County 
census  which  shows  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln to  have  been  between  twenty-six 
and  forty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time 
the  census  was  taken  in  1810.  This 
would  indicate  that  Nancy  could  not 
have  been  born  later  than  1784  or  she 
would  have  been  listed  as  under  twen- 
ty-six years  of  age.  She  may  have  been 
born  in  1784  and  the  inscription  on  her 
tombstone  which  states  she  was  thirty- 
five  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death 
in  1818  may  be  right,  regardless  of  the 
absence  of  any  reliable  source  to  con- 
firm it. 

Personal  Appearances  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln 

Those  having  in  mind  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  design  for  a  memorial  stamp 
would  like  very  much  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  personal  appearance 
of  Lincoln's  mother.  It  is  true  we 
have  no  actual  photograph  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  as  she  died  over  twenty 
years  before  photography  was  invent- 
ed, and  no  painting  nor  even  a  silhou- 
ette of  her  is  available.  Photographs 
are  our  best  authorities  as  to  how  our 
forebears  looked  and  memory  would 
be  of  little  avail  in  allowing  us  to  be- 
come familiar  with  their  appearance 
without  the  aid  of  visual  helps. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  extant 
any  dependable  description  of  Mrs. 
Lincoln  and  no  one  who  was  really 
qualified  to  speak  with  authority  as  to 
how  she  looked  has  left  us  a  verbal 
portrait  of  her.  It  appears  that  the 
few  descriptions  submitted  have  been 
greatly  influenced  by  the  personal  ap- 
pearances of  Lincoln  himself,  with  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Hankses  to 
trace  not  only  his  mental  endowments 
to  their  side  of  the  house,  but  his  phy- 
sical characteristics  as  well. 

Practically  all  biographers,  who 
have  tried  to  describe  Lincoln's  mother, 
have  relied  upon  William  Herndon's 
description  of  her.  Herndon  was  de- 
pendent on  John  Hanks  for  the  story 
of  how  she  looked,  when,  in  fact,  al- 
though John  gave  a  minute  description 
of  her,  it  is  very  evident  that  he  never 
saw  her  in  his  whole  life  time.  (See 
Lincoln  Kinsman  No.  43)  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  any  satisfactory  sketch  of  how 
she  actually  looked  will  ever  be  dis- 
covered. 


Correction — In  Lincoln  Lore  No.  693  the  word 
"ruler"  was  used  inadvertently  instead  of  "presi- 
dent" as  it  appeared  in  the  original  source. 
The  New  York  Times.  Ed. 


COPY 
POST  OFFICE  mPARTWWJ! 
Third  Assistant  Poatsaater  General 
ftashinrjton  25,  D«t« 


January  %%  19^7 


Mr.  Hilbert  Bennett 
National  Chairman  "tamp  Committee 
Spencer  County  Historical  Society 
Sockport,  Indiana 


^ar  ?.'r.  Bennett. 


Through  the  Hon,  William       Jenner,  I  have  been  advised  -»f 

Sf  Prominent  L^**.J?.etaf?Vn  ao™*otloa  with  th» 

of  th«  «^?«.t  ^  ls'  "h2oh  Pr«'«nted  favorable  consideration 

01  tme  subject  for  aoaraesioratlon.  ««»isuod 

aooroval  Sepa!?Tt  0PP0**«««l**««  annually  for  the 

approval  of  i«MM|«n  stamps  and  la  confronted  at  all  tl"». 

.«!«_!  v  Program  for  the  current  rear  will  be  esoaclall® 

Sw«H?lS  !2  at  New  York  next  Spring  when  both  a  3/ 
lSStS  ofT^fifr*  *P  be  ^  mark  the 

C*"oln  ".Z5^™1!!  for  fchs  aPProval  of  a  Nancy  HankT 

Involved!  ™    *r  °f  "n  ■**M*WM.<  precedent  not 

-Lhes1    sura  smss^**? to 

Sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  J.  Lawlar  (Signed) 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 


January  21,  1947 


I  Jr.  HUbert  Bennett 

Spencer  County  Historical  Society 

Eockport,  Indiana 

Itear  ffr.  Bonnet t: 

Ml  regret  to  aoVisa  you  that  2r*  tfasrroa  is  not/  on 
an  extensive  faking  itinerary  which  will  not  bring  him 
"back  to  the  office  until  the  uidai©  of  Kerch. 

Just  as  soon  as  he  returns  I  will  call  his  attention 
to  yonr  letter. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Margaret  Jfoellering 
sec»y. 


January  15,  l$b*J 


•  on.    ca  eph  -J.  La«l«r, 
Third  Aset.  Poatmastsr  onsral 
•ashington,  D.J. 

:-ear  sin 

^ouL1<jtt9r  of  fch*  ir;th  lnat*  ral«tlT«  to  a  special  Kanoy  Hahlre 
Lincoln  Stamp,  received. 

«e  ara  grievoualy  di  eappointad  that  tha  P<epartMtat  la  holding  to 
erroneous  a  notion,  of  tha  central  thought  in  our  petition  for  tha" 
atacip.    The  moat  in  the  oocoanut  ie  "American  Motherhood" .     "        —  , 
disappointed  in  the  ir.preasion  that  we  have  evidently  mada  relative 
to  t  o  subject  "natter.    I  am  blaming  »vaelf  for  it. 

At  the  riat  of  bo'n.r  tedioua  and  tireaorce,  J  desire  to  offer  a 
u«  J  ^J3*1?81"  of  th*  Petition  to  enpport  our  oontentlon  that  the 
chief  Wjw<~ht  ia  Motherhood  of  >.merioa  in  general,  the  Motherhood  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  la  particular. 

In  the  first  para/^raph  after  addreaein?  the  authorities  "#« 
reoognile  the  importance  of  •  .othcrhood  in  A->rica\  we  arc  thera 
empnaalalng  motherhood,  acain  "_ot  or  ,;ave  blrt^",  the  e~phaais  fa 
here  on  the  Totner.      her  dis tinruiahed  aon  *ade  a  orofounc*  an' 
iawortal  afcatewent  relative  to  that  mother" .    Again  the  emphaais  <■ 
on  mo „ her.    I  owe  to  my  an.  el  v;ther'tT    lain  the  emphasis  <  s  on 

ata tenant  will  endure  aa  Ion*  aa  motherhood  andurean . 
motherhood  ia  mad®  prominent  In  t-at  expression.   

a    ii  JfM"         n#3tt  ■•"t«no«  i»  the   -iat  of  the  whole  matter,  the 
!fft**l  thought  in  the  petition  "That  a  meaaure  of  recognition  be 
?iven  t  :at  pother  ,  neanin-  .*iaaay    aalu  Lincoln.  "And  by  so  aaln* 
thua  honor  the  entire  Motherhood  of  America, f! 

rhf  next  Paragraph  followa  up  the  same  thought  except  that  it 
seta  out  our  idea  of  the  plan  to  follow  to  do  aueh  haw. 

The  t!  ird  para-.raph  especially  afttr  the  firat  aent^ce  •» 
^sr«ly  auyoatlve;  that  we  would  like  to  have  it  rs*4y  for  "as*  and 
distribution  in  ml*.    The  next  flltMMt  it  intended  to  convey  tha 
.  lought  that  it  would  have  been  12;  ye&ra  after  the  death  and  burial 
of  ninety  ■•anka  ■>  i;.colr.,  not  to  MMMeetrats  bar  death,  but  to  show 
that  sh*  had  been  buried  in  thia  obaonre  spot  for         veara  thout 
oroper  recognition,    -e  are  trying  to  faaarau  the  thought  of  the 
re-l-fC;  and  obscurity  of  such  a  sainted  mofeharj    that  the  ti«na  ^aa 
been  long  and  the  recognition  ao  little  since  her  death.    :r«  d*«<^e 
brln-~  th«  thought  to  the  attantion  of  tha  public  in  this  manner I 

In.  view  of  the  misunderstanding  that  that  a ta tenant  has  last, 
and  in  view  of  the  faot  that  it  la  now  entirely  ineffective  and  o'fc- 
pencer  bounty  Hi«tor :. ^i  ■  oaiiiy  UMttttaama&y  igmi  that 
.hat  statement  nar  be  stricken  out  •:  f  •  -t^.lon. 


Whether  M  ever  have  the  "peoi&i  '', issued,  we  srs  eartreaely 
anxious  fco  correct  the  impression  that  oar  petition  has  la  ft  on  the 
m5.nfl.ft  of  those  in  authority. 

I  wrote  the  petition*    I  will  admit  frankly,  that  I  did  not  do 
a  '.:.oqc  job  of  it,    I  do  '.mow  the  thought  that  we  intended  to  oonvey 
and  I  an  dead  sure  our  Intent Ion  war.  to  stress  the  *  •lea  of  mother- 
hood and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  obscure  mother  had  -3 ven  to 
the  world  one  of  its  for  ©most  characters,  and  little  recognition  has 
been  gimm  her,  it  would  be  a  fitting  fcrlbute  to  her  and  through  her 
to  the  motherhood  of  America  by  issuing  the  proposed  stamp* 

'.''he  pet."  cion  presorted  to  the  'Apartment  ha*  very  few  si  (Tiers 
on  it,    These  peti  tiens  have  been  circulated  in  ©very  " tate  in  the 
United  States  cf  America  and  its  territories,    We  have  thousands 
of  signeans*         have  those  fro:-,  all  states,         have  Governors  and 
"'';^-' -ovor-cors ,  Senators  *  Rind  ■':<-fo  natovs,  Reprssentatlvss  and 
'•"z-^opr^senta t i  ves ,  College  thresidsats,  bus:  r.ess  men  and  citizens 
frosi  all  walks  of  life* 

'»;©  were  sounding  out  public  sentiment,  -Ve  hardly  had  a  rebuff. 
The  public  was  -'.ore  enthusiastic  about  this  petition  than  any  public 
undertaking  t  at  Z  have  ever  had  anything  to  do  with, 

T  hope  you  will  pleas©  reconsider  our  petition,  give  us  the 
advantage  of  the  donbfc  and  construe  its  moaning  as  it  was  intended, 

Thanking  you  for  any  favorable  consideration  given  us  and 
sincerely  than  kin.',?;  ym.  for  your  frank  statement  and  information  on 
the  Department f a  attitude  on  our  petition,  I  am 


Yours  very  sincerely 


OFFICERS 
LAURA  MERCY  WRIGHT,  President 
ELIZABETH  GENTRY,  Secretary 
BESS  V.  EHRMANN.  Curator 
MRS.  MINA  COOK,  Publicity  Chairman 


HILBEET  BENNETT 
National  Chairman  Stamp 
Committee 


MEMEERS  OF  STAMP  COMMITTEE 
CARL  J.  ENGELBRECHT 
OTIS  I.  BROONER 
BESS  WOOLFOLK 
DAMON  LI  OYD 

ALL   OFFICERS   OF   THE   SOCIETY  EX- 
OFFICIO  MEMBERS 


Spencer  County  Historical  Society 


DOWN  IN  THE  LINCOLN  COUNTRY  OF  INDIANA 


Grave  of   Nancy  Hanks   Lincoln,  Spencer  Co. 
East   End   Lincoln   Pioneer   Village,   Roekport  ROCKPORT,  INDIANA 

November  16,  1933 


Home  of   the  Lincolns  in  Spencer  County 


PETITION 


To  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  all  others  who  are  in  authority  to 
determine  the  matters  and  things  herein  petitioned: — 

We,  the  undersigned  petitioners  and  citizens  of  these  United  States  of  America,  recognize  the  importance  of 
motherhood  in  America,  and  realizing  that  a  mother  gave  birth  to  one  of  A  merica's  most  distinguished  citizens, 
statesmen  and  Presidents,  and  that  pr  \rer  recognition  has  never  been  given  that  obscure  mother,  and  recognizing 
that  her  distinguished  son  made  a  profound  and  immortal  statement  relative  to  that  mother  ("All  that  I  am  and 
all  that  I  ever  hope  to  be,  I  owe  to  my  angel  mother".)  which  statement  will  endure  as  ong  as  motherhood  endures, 
we  respectfully  ask  that  a  measure  of  recognition  be  given  that  mother  by  the  people  of  these  United  States  of 
America,  and  by  so  doing  thus  honor  the  entire  motherhood  of  America. 

As  a  fitting  tribute  to  that  sainted  m  'her.  we  respectfully  request  and  petition  those  in  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  these  United  States  of  America  to  print  and  authorize  the  use  of  a  (3)  cent  postage  stamp  to  embody 
the  likeness  of  the  face  or  head,  or  some  representation,  of  Nancy  Hanks  Li  icoln,  the  mother  of  the  immortal 
abraham  Lincoln,  in  sufficient  quantities  to  be  distributed  for  a  period  of  time  and  commonly  used,  when  so  de- 
sired, throughout  these  United  States  of  America  in  mailing  letters  and  other  mail  matter  in  the  regular  mail  ser- 
vice of  these  United  States  of  America. 

That  the  size  and  technical  details  of  the  stamp  be  determined  by  those  in  authority.  That  the  stamp  be  ready 
for  distribution  and  use  in  1943,  the  125th  anniversary  of  the  death  and  bu  i&l  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  in  Spen- 
cer County,  Indiana. 

This  petition  is  sponsored  by  the  Spencer  County  Historical  Society  of  Spencer  County,  Indiana. 
Which  petition  we  most  respectfully  submit  to  you  and  ask  your  most  careful  consideration  of  it. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Spencer  County  Historical  Society,  it  was  decided  to  continue  circulating  the  above 
petitions  until  after  the  war.  It  was  thought  advisable  not  to  in  any  way  embarrass  the  Administration  with  our 
petition  because  of  the  vast  importance  and  pressing  war  activities.  We  respectfully  request  a  continued  interest 
in  the  request  for  the  stamp,  which  we  hope  will  be  complete  as  soon  after  the  war  is  over  as  is  practicable. 


Name  of  Petitioners 


Post  Office  Address  of  Petitioners 


(Mail  all  signed  petitions  to  the  SPENCER  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,  ROCKPORT,  INDIANA,  where  they 
will  be  assembled  and  filed  with  those  in  authority  at  the  proper  time.  Add-tional  copies  of  this  petition  may  be 
had  at,  The  Journal  Office  at  5Cc  per  ICO.) 


HILBERT  BENNETT 

612  Williamson  Street 
ROCKPORT,  INDIANA 

January  24,1947. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren:- 

Enolosed  find  the  letter  from  the  Third  Assistant  Post  Master 
Postmaster  General; Also  my  answer  to  the  same. 

I  am  asking  Miss  Moellering,your  Secretary, to  forward  these 
letters  ans  a  former  one  to  you, if  it  not  a  violation  of  her 
instructions . 

I  am  anxious  for  you  to  have  these  letters.  I  am  also  anxious 
to  hear  fromyou  of  these  matters.  As  I  said  in  a  former  letter, 
I  shall  very  much  appreciate  an$  suggestions  on  them. 

Looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you  before  so  long,  I  am 


Rockport , Indiana , January  27,1947. 


Miss  Margaret  Moellering,Secy, 

Ft.  Wayne, Ind, 
Dear  Miss  Moellering:- 

I  have  just  been  wondering  if  it  would  be  possible  to  forward 
ray  letter  of  January  18, to  which,  you  referred  in  yours  of  Jan.  21, 
to  Dr.  Warren; also  the  enclosed  letter  addressed  to  him.  I  feel 
that  it  is  important  that  he  should  have  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

You  know  your  business  much  better  than  I.  If  it  would  be 
violation  of  your  instructions,!  would  not  ask  it. 

Thanking  you  for  handling  these  matters  as  you  think  best, 

I  am 


January  29,  1947 


Mr.  Hilbert  Bennett 

Spencer  County  Historical  Society 

Hockport,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Bennett: 

I  have  forwarded  your  correspondence  to  Dp.  Warren 

as  requested  and  trust  that  you  will  hear  froia  him  very 

shortly. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Margaret  Moellering 
sec'y. 


OFFICERS 
LAURA  MERCY  WRIGHT.  President 
ELIZABETH  GENTRY,  Secretary 
BESS  V.  EHRMANN,  Curator 
MRS.  MINA  COOK,  Publicity  Chairman 


HILBERT  BENNETT 
National  Chairman  Stamp 
Committee 


MEMBERS  OF  STAMP  COMMITTEE 
CARL  J.  ENGELBRECHT 
OTIS  I.  BROONER 
BESS  WOOLFOLK 
DAMON  LLOYD 

ALL   OFFICERS   OF   THE   SOCIETY  EX 
OFFICIO  MEMBERS 


Spencer  County  Historical  Society 


DOWN  IN  THE  LINCOLN  COUNTRY  OF  INDIANA 
Grave  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  Spencer  Co. 

ROCKPORT,  INDIANA 


January  l8,  Ijkl 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

c/o  Lincoln  Life  Memorial  Institute 

Ft .  Wayne ,  Indiana 


uear 


_r : 


When    the  war  came  on  the  Committee  in  Charge  of  the  proposed 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  Special  3^  postage  stamp,   suspended  activities. 
We  are  now  resuming  our  activities.     We  are  still  very  anxious  to 
bring  that  undertaking  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

I  have  taken  the  matter  up  with  our  two  United  States  Senators 
from  Indiana.  Senator  Jenner  has  begun  work  on  it.     He  has  taken  it 
up  with  the  Postal  Department.     I  have  received  from  him  the  follow- 
ing letter  dated  January  8,   1 9^4-7 • 

Dear  Mr.  Bennett :- 

Today  this  office  contacted  the  Post  Office  Department  con- 
cerning the  proposed  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  Stamp.     The  matter  has 
been  taken  up  officially  with  Mr.  R.  E.  Fellers,  Superintendent, 
Division  of  Stamps,  Post  Office  Department.     He  informs  me  he 
will  write  you  about  it  in  some  detail. 

Sincerely  yours, 

W.  F.  Jenner" 

As  you  remember  prior  to  the  war  we  were  instituting  a  contest 
among  the  artists  of  the  world  to  make  a  probable  portrait,  of  Nancy 
Henks  Lincoln  as  visioned  by  the  individual  artists.     The  choice  of 
the  artist's  efforts  was  to  be  judged  by  a  distinguished  committee 
of  which  you  were  Chairman. 

Because  of  the  delay,  which  was  unavoidable  and  the  additional 
time  that  will  be  required  to  complete  such  a  program  and  upon  the 
advice  of  many,  we  have  ,iust  abotit  decided  to  abandon  this  part  of 
the  undertaking. 

We  also  have  decided  not  to  try  to  get  many  more  signers  to  our 
petitions.  We  want  some  Congreemen,  Senators,  Governors  and  College 
professors  yet.  We  want  those,  for  the  bearing  their  names  may  have 
on  the  success  of  the  project. 

Inasmuch  as  we  are  abandoning  the  artist's  contest,  we  are  pre- 
paring ourselves  to  suggest  some  design  for  the  stamp. 

I  am  ready  to  surest  the  following: 


1st.     A  reproduction  of  M.  Leone  Bracker's  representation  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  and  her  son. 


2nd.     A  reproduction  of  the  small  marker  at  the  grave  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  properly  designed  ?/ith  her  name  distinctly  printed 
either  on  the  marker  or  elsewhere  on  the  stamp. 


OFFICERS 
LAURA  MERCY  WRIGHT,  President 
ELIZABETH  GENTRY,  Secretary 
BESS  V.  EHRMANN,  Curator 
MRS.  MINA  COOK,  Publicity  Chairman 


HTLBERT  BENNETT 
National  Chairman  Stamp 
Committee 


MEMBERS  OF  STAMP  COMMITTEE 
CARL  J.  ENGELBRECHT 
OTIS  I,  BROONER 
BESS  WOOLFOLK 
DAMON  LLOYD 

ALL   OFFICERS   OF  THE   SOCIETY  EX- 
OFFICIO  MEMBERS 


Spencer  County  Historical  Society 


DOWN  IN  THE  LINCOLN  COUNTRY  OF  INDIANA 
Grave  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  Spencer  Co. 

ROCKPORT,  INDIANA 


These  are  merely  my  suggestions  and  not  those  of  the  spencer 
County  Historical  Society.     I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  any  other 
suggestions  that  may  be  better  that  we  may  submit  then  to  the  pro- 
per authorities  if  and  when  we  may  have  an  opportunity.     They  may 
not  want  any  suggestions.     They  wil  probably  have  their  own  Ideas 
c  on c  e  m  ing  the  sub  ,1  e  c  t  ma  1 1  e  r  . 

We  desire  very  much  to  again  enlist  your  assistance  in  our 
efforts  to  bring  the  undertaking  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

We  would  prefer  to  succeed  without  presenting  our  petition  with 
all  of  the  signers.     We  have  thousands  of  signers.     We  have  many 
very  substantial  signers  Including  Governors,   Senators,  Representatives, 
business  men,  Ministers,  College  Presidents,   etc.     We  have  signers 
from  every  state  in  the  United  States . 

The  petitions  are  old,   on  all  kinds  of  paper  and  they  do  not 
present  a  very  attractive  appearance. 

I  think  we  will  have  to  proceed  through  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  'Washington.     I  hope  that  we  may  have  the  support 
of  the  solid  delegations  from  Indiana,  Kentucky  and  Illinois.  You 
may  have  contacts  that  will  be  of  material  help  to  us. 

We  shall  certainly  very  greatly  appreciate  any  help  you  can 
give  us,   or  any  suggestions  that  you  may  offer. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  you  for  the  many  kindnesses  that  you 
have  extended  to  the  Spencer  County  Historical  Society,  not  only  in 
behalf  of  our  stamp  movement,  but  in  many  other  ways,  which  have 
been  numerous . 

With  very  kindest  regards,  I  am 


Sincerely  your  friend 


HB :  LW 


l 


OFFICERS 
LAURA  MERCY  WRIGHT,  President 
ELIZABETH  GENTRY,  Secretary 
BESS  V.  EHRMANN.  Curator 
MRS.  MINA  COOK,  Publicity  Chairman 


HTLBEET  BENNETT 
National  Chairman  Stamp 
Committee 


MEMBERS  OF  STAMP  COMMITTEE 
CARL  J.  ENGELBRECHT 
OTIS  I.  BROONER 
BESS  WOOLFOLK 
DAMON  LLOYD 

ALL   OFFICERS   OF  THE   SOCIETY  EX- 
OFFICIO  MEMBERS 


Spencer  County  Historical  Society 


DOWN  IN  THE  LINCOLN  COUNTRY  OF  INDIANA 


East    End    Lincoln    Pxunt-er    Village,  Rockport 


Home  of   the  Lincolns  in  Spencer  County 


ROCKPORT,  INDIANA 

PETITION 

November  16,  1939 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  all  others  who  are  in  authority  to 
determine  the  matters  and  things  herein  petitioned: — 


sr;ca,  recognize  the  importance  of 
merica's  most  distinguished  citizens, 
that  obscure  mother,  and  recognizing 
to  that  mother  ("All  that  I  am  and 
endure  as  ong  as  motherhood  endures, 
the  people  of  these    United  States  of 

ion  those  in  authority  of  the  Govern- 
cent  postage  stamp  to  embody 
ncoln,  the  mother  of  the  immortal 
me  and  commonly  used,  when  so  de- 
r  mail  matter  in  the  regular  mail  ser- 


We,  the  undersigned  petitioners  and  citizens  of  these  United  States  of  Am 
motherhood  in  America,  and  realizing  that  a  mother  gave  birth  to  one  of  A 
statesmen  and  Presidents,  and  that  proper  recognition  has  never  been  given 
that  her  distinguished  son  made  a  profound  and  immortal  statement  relative 
all  that  I  ever  hope  to  be,  I  owe  to  my  angel  mother".)  which  statement  will 
we  respectfully  ask  that  a  measure  of  recognition  be  given  that  mother  by 
America,  and  by  so  doing  thus  honor  the  entire  motherhood  of  America. 

As  a  fitting  tribute  to  that  sainted  m:ther,  we  respectfully  request  and  petit 
ment  of  these  United  States  of  America  to  print  and  authorize  the  use  of  a  (3) 
the  likeness  of  the  face  or  head,  or  some  representation,  of  Nancy  Hanks  Li 
Abraham  Lincoln,  In  sufficient  quantities  to  be  distributed  for  a  period  of  ti 
sired,  throughout  these  United  States  of  America  in  mailing  letters  and  othe 
vice  of  these  United  States  of  America. 

That  the  size  and  technical  details  of  the  stamp  be  determined  by  those  in  authority.  That  the  stamp  be  ready 
for  distribution  and  use  in  1943,  the  125th  anniversary  of  the  death  and  bu  ial  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  in  Spen- 
cer County,  Indiana. 

This  petition  is  sponsored  by  the  Spencer  County  Historical  Society  of  Spencer  County,  Indiana. 
Which  petition  we  most  respectfully  submit  to  you  and  ask  your  most  careful  consideration  of  it. 

Rockport,  Indiana,  June  16,  1943. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Spencer  County  Historical  Society  held  at  Rockport,  Indiana,  June  16,  1943,  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  all  members  present  it  was  decided  to  defer  presenting  our  petition  for  the  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  stamp 
until  after  the  war.  It  was  determined  to  support  the  war  efforts  whole  heart  edly.  We  desire  to  continue  the  circu- 
lation of  the  petitions.  We  respectfully  request  a  continued  interest  in  the  undertaking,  which  we  hope  will  be  com- 
pleted as  soon  after  the  war  is  over  as  is  practicable. 


Name  of  Petitioners 


Post  Office  Address  of  Petitioners 


(Mail  all  signed  petitions  to  the  SPENCER  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,  ROCKPORT,  INDIANA,  where  they 
will  be  assembled  and  filed  with  those  in  authority  at  the  proper  time.  Additional  copies  of  this  petition  may  be 
had  at  The  Journal  Office  at  50c  tier  100).    Add  extra  sheets  of  DaDer  to  this  petition  for  additional  names. 
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NANCY 

THE  EFFOR1 


Mrs.  Prank  tf.  Cregor 
5820  Borth  Meridian  St. 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Dear  Mrs.  Oregor; 


January  38,  1949 


gen- 


all 


ng  in  from 
iliment  in  sup- 

v  years  before 


LINCOLN'S  MOTHER  STAMP. 

Amen  and  again 
against  a  governmental  men 

ture  of  Nancy  Hi 
vered  mother  of  the  '»; 
cipator."  With  all  due  respect  to 
the  persons  agitating  this  move,  I 
think  it  downright  absurd. 

Lincoln  has  always  b 
ing  light  of  great  Amei 
and  his  tribute  to  the  Influei 
his  mother  has  always  touch< 

-  or  form  that 

Tour  letter  has  arrived  following  lip.  Warren* s  departure 
from  his  office  on  a  two  son the  sneaking  itinerary. 

wtii'ni«v  in  the  hl«tory of  "TbTT nation. -  ir-^)        tiny    wj,tch  became  the  guiding 
slum)  »  issued,  the  portrait         light  throughout  his  life 

I  am  sure  he  will  he  pleased  to  receive  your  most  interesting 
letter  and  I  will  Dr.4.ng  it  to  his  attention  upon  his  return. 

tt  I*  Immaterial  Dit.iure»  on  some!      (than  he  could  rival  a  sunrise  or 

She  rose  encased  in^^ase  to  which  you  refer  was  placed  on 
Lincoln' s  casket  as  (rVRp  Indianapolis  "by  Mrs.  Hall,  the 
mother  of  Arthur  P.  Hall,  the  first  president  of  our  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  Company.    Both  lira*  Hall  and  her  eon 
were  great  admirers  of  Lincoln. 

stamp  at  all  in         a  makeshift  likeness.  .v>£  J 

Very  truly  yours, 


\ 


with  the  name,  "Nanc>  Han!* 

can,"  or  a  picture 
which  centers  the  si 
slate  nark  ins 


rave 


Secretary  to  Br.  barren 


President  Lawrence  County  His- 
•  Snoety,  Bedford.  Ind 


! 


NANCY  HANKS  LINCOLN  STAMP. 

THE  EFFORTS  of  the  Spencer  County  Historical  So- 
ciety to  have  a  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  stamp  num- 
bered among  the  commemorative  issues  being  put 
out  by  the  Post  Office  Department  will  be  very  gen- 
erally indorsed.  U.  S.  Lindsey,  publisher  of  the  Rock- 
port  Journal,  has  sent  petitions  to  people  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  and  asked  co-operation  in  getting  sig- 
natures. Those  are  reported  as  coming  in  from  all 
states  and  in  large  numbers.  The  sentiment  in  sup- 
port of  honoring  the  memory  of  Lincoln's  mother  is 
general  in  every  community. 

There  is,  of  course,  no  likeness  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  in  existence.  She  died  many  years  before 
even  the  first  of  the  old  daguerreotype  or  the  tin- 
types had  been  made.  There  were  no  artists  to  paint 
portraits  in  the  wilderness  of  her  time.  And  if  there 
had  been,  none  would  have  known  the  part  her  mem- 
ory will  play  in  the  history  of  the  nation.  If  a 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  stamp  is  issued,  the  portrait 
will  have  to  be  the  idealization  of  some  artist,  or 
group  of  artists. 

It  is  Immaterial  that  the  picture  on  the  stamp 
may  not  be  a  likeness  of  her.  The  pictures  on  some 
of  the  other  stamps  undoubtedly  give  inadequate 
ideas  of  the  appearance  of  the  subjects.  The  really 
important  fact  is  that  the  face  on  the  stamp  is  pre- 
sented to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's mother.  Precedent  calls  for  a  portrait  in  such 
cases,  but  it  is  not  essential.  A  stamp  bearing  only 
her  name  would  be  better  than  no  stamp  at  all  in 
the  series. 




LINCOLN'S  MOTHER  STAMP. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Indianapolis  Star: 

Amen  and  again  amen  to  yoUr 
recent  editorial  voicing  protest 
against  a  governmental  memorial 
stamp  to  bear  an  imaginary  pic- 
ture of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  re- 
vered mother  of  the  "Great  Eman- 
cipator." With  all  due  respect  to 
the  persons  agitating  this  move,  I 
think  it  downright  absurd. 

Lincoln  has  always  been  a  shin- 
ing light  of  great  Americans  to  me 
and  his  tribute  to  the  influence  of 
his  mother  has  always  touched  me, 
but  it  was  not  face  or  form  that 
he  referred  to.  It  was  that  celes- 
tial inner  light  that  bespoke  a 
great  soul  that  made  that  indelible 
impression  on  little  Abe,  who  was 
to  become  a  colossal  figure  of  des 
tiny,  which  became  the  guiding 
light  throughout  his  life. 

Even  the  most  famous  artist 
could  not  conceive  a  true  likeness 
of  that  pioneer  mother  any  more 
than  he  could  rival  a  sunrise  or 
sunset.  It  woudl  be  a  false  concep 
tion  with  divers  effects  on  divers 
minds. 

I  do  think  it  would  be  a  wonder- 
ful thing  to  have  a  memorial  stamp 
sacred  to  the  memory  of  this  im- 
mortal mother,  but  it  should  not  be 
a  makeshift  likeness. 

Why  not  have  a  stamp  engraved 
with  the  name,  "Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln, mother  of  the  Great  Ameri- 
can," or  a  picture  of  the  grave 
which  centers  the  shrine  in  Lincoln 
state  park,  inscribed  witlVthe  name 
of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln? 

MRS.  HARRY  E.  ASKEW. 

President  Lawrence  County  His- 
torical Society,  Bedford,  Ind. 

;  ;   .   "   1  . 


Lincoln  Mother 
Stamp 

Rockport,  Ind.,  Feb.  2Q.— (Spe- 
cial)— The  Spencer  County  Histo- 
rical Society's  proposal  for  a  3- 
cent  Mothers'  day  postage  stamp 
bearing  a  likeness  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln,  mother  of  President  Lin- 
coln has  been  denied  by  the  post- 
master general  until  after  the  war. 
The  principal  reason  given  by  the 
Post  Office  Department  is  that  the 
government  is  committed  to  a  se-  . 
ries  of  war  stamps  to  promote  pub- 
lic morale.  1 

The  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  issue  < 
would  intrude  upon  this  series  at  I 
a    time     when     commemorative  I 
stamps  are  being  discouraged  be-  J 
cause  of  labor  and  allocation  of  the  > 
Post  Office  Department's  services  1 
toward  winning  the  war,  said  Hil-  ; 
bert  Bennett,  national  chairman  of 
the    historical    society's  Lincoln 
stamp  committee.    "Nor  are  com- 
memorative stamps  profitable  just 
now,"  he  said. 

"Doesn't  Mean  Abandonment." 

Deferment  of  the  stamp  should 
not  mean  abandonment  of  the 
plan,  Postmaster  General  Walker 
suggested,  but  ruled  against  the 
issuance  of  the  stamp  on  some  fu- 
ture Mother's  day.  A  design  for  that 
occasion  has  been  established,  the 
local  committee  was  informed. 
Movement  of  the  stamp  began  in 
1939. 

Mr.  Bennett  said  that  more  than 
500,000  signatures  to  a  petition  re- 
questing the  bit  of  postage  and  35 
artist's  conceptions  of  the  mother 
have  been  received  by  the  commit- 
tee, headed  by  Dr.  Louis  A.  War- 
ren, Fort  Wayne,  to  select  an  au- 
thentic likeness  of  the  emanci- 
pator's mother. 

"The  pictures  will  be  kept  and 
artists  encouraged  to  submit  addi- 
tional concepts  of  the  Civil  War 
President's  mother,"  Mr.  Bennett 
said. 

Every  Governor  of  a  state  in  the 
United  States  is  a  signer  of  the  pe- 
titions for  the  Lincoln's  mother 
postage  stamp,  Mr.  Bennett  said. 


Delayed  ; 


'People  Seem  to  Like  It,' 
Reply  on  WhistlerStamp 

Postoftice  Meets  Artists'  Attack 
by  Citing  Day's  Capital  Sales 

WASHINGTON.  May  5  (/?).— "Th3 
people  seem  to  like  it,"  was  the  Post- 
office  Department's  answer  today  to 
artists'  criticism  of  the  new  Mother's 
Day  stamp  issue. 

"The  first  day's  sale  here  in  Wash- 
ington was  about  one  million  and  a 
third,"  said  W.  W.  Howes,  Acting  Post- 
master General  in  the  absence  of 
James  A-  Farley.  "We  think  it's  a 
very  fine  stamp." 

The  American  Professional  League 
of  Artists  had  telegraphed  a  protest 
to  Mr.  Farley  yesterday  against  "mu- 
tilation" of  Whistler's  portrait  ot  his 
mother  In  Its  reproduction  on  the 
stamp.  The  artists  were  especially 
indignant  that  a  **10-cent  vase  of 
flowers"  had  been  added  in  the  lower 
left-hand  corner;  nor  were  they  keen 
about  having  the  background  of  the 
original  left  out  and  the  woman's  feet 
cut  off. 

President  Roosevelt  had  suggested 
the  use  of  the  Whistler  classic. 


s 


